

















and bodies seem tired of it all, yet the dynamic
forces of change or true conversion, deep within, may
be vyork.mg to give us the answers that alter our inner
motivations and change our lives.

Quality and not quantity is the most important as-
pect of abstinence. Emotional sobriety in reality is our
goal, not mere physical abstinence. To improve our-
selves takes effort and since there is no way in the
world to graft a new idea on a closed mind, an opening
must be made somehow. Since we can do this only for
ourselves, we need to recognize two of our seemingly
lqherent enemies, apathy and procrastination. Qur re-
sistance to cha seems built in and only a nuclear
.bl'a'st Of-sOme kind wit bring about any alteration or
Initiate ancther course of action A relapse may provide
the ch_arge for the demolition process. A relapse and

WE DO RECOVER

Althougn “‘Politics makes strange bedfellows " as
the old saying goes, addiction makes us one of a l'<ind..
. -Qur personal stories may vary in individual pattern but

in the end we all have the same thing in common. This
common nl_lness or disorder is addiction. We know well
the two things that make up true addiction. Obsession
and compulsion. Obsession — that fixed idea.that
takes us back time and time again to our particular
drug or some substitute, to recapture the ease and
comfort we once knew.

Compulsion — that once having started the process
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with one “tix,” one pill, or one drink, we cannot stop
through our own power of will. Because of our phys_|-
cal sensitivity to drugs we are completely in the grip
of a destructive power greater than ourselves.

When at the end of the road we find that we can no
longer function as a human being, either with or with-
out drugs, we all face the same dilemma. What is there
left to do? There seems to be these alternatives: either
go on as best we can to the bitter ends — jails, institu-
tions or death; or find a new way to live. In years gone
by, very few addicts, ever had this last choice. Those
who are addicted today, are more fortunate. For the
first time in man’s entire history, a simple way has
been proving itself in the lives of many addicts. It is
available to us all. This is a simple spiritual — not
religious — program, known as Narcotics Anonymous.

When my addictions brought me to the point of
complete_powerlessness, uselessness, and surrender
somé-thirty-two years’ago, there was no N.A. | found
A.A. and in that fellowship met addicts who had also
found that program to be the answer to their problem.
However, we knew that many were still going down
the road of disillusion, degradation and death,
because they were unable to identify with the
alcoholic in A.A. Their identification was at the level
of apparent symptoms and not at the deeper level of
emotions or feelings, where empathy becomes a heal-
ing therapy for all addicted people. With several other
addicts and some members of A.A. who had great
faith in us and the program, we formed, in July of
1953, what we now know as Narcotics Anonymous.
We felt that now the addict would find from the start
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joying complete -recovery and -acceptance within
society.(CerFQ{Igte and continuous abstinence, how-
ever, is still the best ground for growth. In close
association and identification with others in N A.
groups, our chances for recovery and complete free-
dom in a changing and creative form are enhanced a
hundred fold.

Although all addicts are basically the same in kind,
we do, as individuals, differ in degree of sickness and
rate of recovery. There may be times when a relapse
lays the groundwork for complete freedom. At other
times only by a grim and obstinate willfulness to hang
on to abstinence come hell or high water until a crisis
passes, can that freedom be achieved. An addict, who
by any means, can lose even for a time the need or de-
sire to use, and has free choice over impulsive thinking
and compulsive action, has reached a turning point
that may be the decistve factor in his recovery. The
feeling of true independence and freedom hangs here
at times in the balance. To step out alone and run our
own lives again draws us, yet we seem to know_that
what we have has come
Power greater than ourselves and the giving and re- -
ceiving of help from others in acts of empathy. Many
times in our recovery the old bugaboos will haunt us.
Life may again become meaningless, monotonous and
boring. We may tire mentally in repeating our new
ideas and tire physically in our new activities, yet we
know that if we fail to repeat them we will surely take
up our old practices. We suspect that if we do not use
what we have, we will lose what we have. These times
are often the periods of our greatest growth. Our minds
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as much identification as each needed to convince
himself that he could stay clean, by the example of
others who had recovered for many years.

That this was what was principally needed, has
proved itself in these passing years. That wordless
language of recognition, belief and faith, which we
call empathy, created the atmosphere in which we
could feel time, touch reality and recognize spiritual
values long lost to many of us. In our program of re-
covery we are growing in numbers and in strength.
Never before have so many clean addicts, of their
own choice and in free society, been able to meet
where they please, to maintain their recovery in com-
plete creative freedom.

Even addicts said it could not be done the way we
had it planned. We believed in openly scheduled
meetings, no more hiding as other groups had tried.
We believe this differed from all other methods tried
before by those who advocated long withdrawal
from society. We felt that the sooner the addict could
face his problem of everyday living just that much
faster would he become a real productive citizen.
We eventually have to stand on our own feet and
face life on its own terms, so why not from the start.
Because of this, of course, many relapsed and many
were lost completely. However, many stayed and
some came back after their setback. The brighter
part, is the fact that of those who are now our members,
many have long terms of complete abstinence and are
better able to help the newcomer. Their attitude, based
on the spiritual values of our Steps, and Traditions,
is the dynamic force that is bringing increase and unity
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W.S.C. 1983 Minutes - Motions re dispursement of funds to
Sub-Commi ttees:

Fage 34 - F.I. Sub-Committee $200.00 per month

Page 35 - Literature Sub-Committee $250,.00 per month

FPage 35 - Finance Sub-Committee £200.00 per year/$50.00
quarterly

Page 36 — W.S.RB. of Trustees $150.00 per month

Therefore, if the above Committees require their full
allotment as voted by you the R.S.R."s, we will require the
following funds in 19832-84:

F.I. Sub-Committee 2,400,00
Literature Sub--Committee 3,000,00
Finance Sub-Committee $ 200,00
W.S.B. of Trustees $£1,800.00

$7,400.00

You will note that the above figures are only for the
Sub-Committees of the W.S.C. and do not include the Administrative
costs. I would guess that these will run somewhere in the
neighborhood of $250.00 to $200.00 per month depending on how many
reports are sent out and the number of telephone calls made by the
Administrative Committee. To-date, most of these calls have been
absorbed by the officers but as ow fellowship grows, we should
definitely be self-supporting through our own contributions.

Therefore, with the addition of the Administrative expenses of
$3,600.00 and $7,400.00 for the Sub-Committees the W.S.C. will
need donations totalling $11,000.00 or approximately $916.66 each
month to meet it’s commitments to the fellowship.

With these figqures in mind and the unaudited financial
statement before you, it is obvious that we did not meet our
commitment for the month of June and to-date, July is lagging far
far behind.

As your trusted servant and one of the people responsible to
see that we have the best W.5.C. we as a fellowship can run, I am
deeply concerned with the flow of funds from the Member, to the
Group, to the Area, to the Region and then to the W.5.C. In order
for me to get a better picture of what is happening throughout our
fellowship, it would greatly assist me if you, as R.5.R."s, would
please send me your last financial statement and a copy of all
financial statements subsequently done for the remainder of my
term or until May 1984. The more Financial statements you are
able to forward to me i.e. Groups., Areas and Regions, the better I
will be able to prepare a report to the fellowship on the flow of
funds. I know this will take some time and effort on your part to
compile this information and for all your help and assistance I
thank you in advance.

God and I know, that with a little effort by all of us,
continued communication,and the 7th Tradition - the message of
N.A. will be carried throughout the World to the addict who is
still suffering. How little we are asked to do as clean and sober
addicts.

Thank you for the priviledge of serving you.

Love in the fellowship,

M

Susan Chess.
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NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS
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REVENUE
W.S.C. "82 cheque to open account: $ 100.00
W.5.C. ’B2 closing account chegue: $3,907.54
DONATIONS:
California: g
408 N.A.S.C. for N.A., San Jose. $ S0.00
Northern California Regional S.C. $ 500,00
Michigan:
Bay City $ 10.00
Tennessee:
N.A. Area - Nashville $ 20,67
Southside Survivors, Nashville, % 12,00
Mother Group, Nashville $ _A4.29
T REVEMNUIE: » + s s cssssconssninss Sraite e seeseee$4,604.50
EXPENSES
Administrative Committee $ S00.00
Literature Committee $__4%4.39
TOTAL EXPENSEé........... ........ 5. s s e ain n e L P S R




REPORT TO THE FELLOWSHIP JULY '83
N.A.WAY COMMITTEE

The purpose of the N.A. WAY Committee is to compile, edit, and
lay out our Fellowship's monthly magazine. The N.A. WAY will be
printed, distributed, and accounted for under the direction of W.S.0.,
Inc. This was a directive of our Fellowship at W.S5.C. '83. We are
currently coordinating our efforts with W.S5.0. in an attempt to fol~-
low through with this directive as swiftly as possible. We are pleased
to announce that the magazine is moving in a positive direction.

This committee contacted W.S.0. and requested use of the W.S.0.
post office box for all N.A. WAY correspondence. This was done in an
attempt to provide stability to this publication. The office manage-
ment has agreed completely to this arrangement. All correspondence,
subscriptions, articles, etc., will be processed through the W.S.0.,
and they will in turn forward to this committee all axticles, corres-
pondence, and a copy of the subscription list (updated monthly ) and
the committee will follow through with the input received. The W.S5.0.
will be responsible for maintaining an up to date subscription list,
and will also print the labels for distributiom monthly. In the very
near future, all responsibility for financial transactions will be
assumed by the W.S.0. : : ]

We have made no changes in the printing of the magazine. The. May
and June-issues were sent bulk rate postage which may cause some delay
in getting the magazine into the hands of the subscribers. Bulk rate
distribution will be standard practice from this date forward.

We are about a month behind in the production schedule for the
N.A. WAY, but we hope to catch up very soon, and get ahead on produc=-
tion as soon as possible. We are doing everything we can to accomplish
this, but we need the Fellowships help too. We need your articles--
your personal or group experiences in N.A. Recovery. Together we can
make this greatl!l! WE is the key word.

Back issues of the N.A. WAY are available upon request at §1.50
per single issue (Sept '82 to date). You may order these pre=paid I
directly through W.S.O0.

Our subscriptions are increasing at a steady rate. Bulk dis-
tribution by members and/or groups is also increasing. The financial
probles the N.A. WAY experienced in its first struggling year are
being resolved.

We have been receiving input from members throughout the Fellow~-
shipregarding the magazine. One of the suggestions was to include a
list of worldwide helplines on a regular basis in the magazine. Anothez
peice of input was to include a list of addresses of all Fellowship
newsletters on a monthly basis. We have also received some input
regarding the anonymity of articles (some want to include the option
of printing the mame, and area from which we received the article
directly following the article, others suggested including a list of
contributors at the end of the issue without attributing their article
directly to them, others suggested keeping the magazine completely
anonymous in keeping with Traditions.) A final piéce of input was
regarding the name of the magazine and the cover design of the magazine.
What are your feelings on these issues? This input has already been
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distributed to the subcommittee, but we would like to hear the
Fellowship's voice on these matters. Please send your thoughts as
input to this committee.

In addition to articles, this committee is in need of someone
experienced in graphic arts who has_the willingness to serve as lay=-
out _artist on _a monthly basis. If you are willing please contact
this committee. If you do any artwork at all, and wish to share it
with the Fellowship, please submit it to the N.A. WAY.

We have included in this report a letter which was sent to all
regions that we had a mailing address for. If your region did not
receive this letter please copy it, and distxibute. We sent one sam-
bple issue to each region. If your region did not get one, and you
have never seen an issue of the N.A. WAY, please notify us.

You can contact this committee if you wish to become involved,
request a subscription, wish to send in your articles, have an opinion
you would like to share,in the following manner:

THE N.A.WAY

WeS.0.,Inc.

P.O. BOX 622

SUN VALLEY, CA.
91352

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
WE REMAIN YOUR TRUSTED SERVANTS,

IN LOVING SERVICE,

THE N.A. WAY COMMITTEE




June 4, 1983

To: All Known Regions

Dear Fellow Members;

We feel that the concerns of the N.A. Fellowship have been resolved
regarding the N.A. Way magazine. Together we can end the controversy
surrounding our magazine, and allow it to become a unifying force of our
Fellowship. Three motions are currently in force guiding our magazine.
These are:

1.) "That the WSC form a sub-committee to administer the publishing
of a monthly magazine on recovery from addiction the N.A. Way."
- WSC '82 (partially superceeded by #3 below)

2.) "That the N.A. WYay magazine continue as a Fellowship project."”
WSC '83

3.) "That the N.A. Way committee continue to compile, edit, and lay-
out the N.A. Way magazine and that the N.A. Way magazine be
printed, distributed, and accounted for under the direction
of WSO. Inc.

WSC '83 : 9

It seems clear from the passing of these motions that our Fellowship
supports the N.A. Way and that it will continue as our Fellowship's forum
for recovering addicts worldwide. We need a way of informing our Fellow-
ship of the availability of our magazine. We have a need to reach out-
lying areas who do not yet know the magazine exists. Some of you may
recieve personal copies regularly. Do you share it? Do you let others
know of the recovery shared by the Fellowship through our magazine? We
are sending a copy of the May issue of the N.A. Way for those of you who
have not seen the magazine on a regular basis. Please share it with the
areas throughout your region. Although news of the magazine will be in-
cluded in WSC minutes as well as the Fellowship report; we felt a need
to share this information as soon as possible so that we, as a Fellowship
project, may continue to serve our Primary Purpose which is to carry the
message io the addict who still suffers.

-- RATES --
SEPT '82 SINGLE COPY (first issue of the N.A. Way)eeeeeeeseessss $3.00
OCT '82 through MAY '83 SINGLE COPY.......‘l........l...'......' $1.50
SUBSCRIPTION (one yr.).'...'.........l'.........'...;.‘.........$12.00

** You can begin your subscription with the May or June issues if you do
not want a complete set of the N.A. Way. If you would like a complete
set- please note on the subscription form to begin your subscription with
SEPTEMBER '82 issue. Your subscription would expire with the August issue
in this case.




-- BULK RATES -- 7
10"4‘9 SINGLECOPIES --o-oo-aooooo-o..o-.oo-ooo'ooo.utoooco.oon.ot$1.25@
50 oY more SINGLECOPIES ooo..o..ooocoooooooooo.ooooooooo-cc.-‘o$1ooo@

# Groups, Areas, Regions, or individual members can become bulk distrib-
utors of the N.A. Way. Simply write to us requesting the number of issues
of the month(s) you would like, and enclose a check or money order to
cover the amount made out to the N.A. Way. Please add 15% postage on
bulk orders.
We urge all of you to send articles to the N.A. Way. Send us your
personal experiences with N.A. Recovery. A release form is included
in each issue of the magazine. This is your magazine we need your stories.
Please write to us and give us your ideas and opinions as to how
we may better serve you. We will begin a calendar of events in the mag-
azine. Are there weekend events planned in your regions in the future?
‘We can only announce them if we know about them!! Please include a P.O.
Box, address or phone number for contact concerning the event. These
hopefully will be included in the magazine. No personal names please.
WE VOTED TO SUPPORT OUR FELLOWSHIP'S MAGAZINE AT WSC '83. NOW LETS
SUPPORT IT TO THE FULLEST. DO ALL YOU CAN TO HELP IT TO BECOME A UNIFYING.
FORCE OF THIS FELLOWSHIP. TOGETHER WE CAN!!!!!

WE REMAIN YOUR TRUSTED SERVANTS
IN LOVING SERVICE

THE N.A. WAY SUB-COMMITTEE
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NARCOTI ANONYMOUS
P. 0. BOX 622 * SUN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA 91352

W.S.0. Inc.

8061 Vineland Ave.

Sun Valley, CA 913520622
213/768-6203

August 1, 1983 y

To The Fellowship:

We have recently been advised by the California State Board of
Equalization that we are exempt from having to collect sales tax
from any purchaser that does not reside in California. We are
immediately modifying our order form to reflect.this information
and are including the following notice with all our orders we
receive from out of California where the tax is enclosed.

Dear Friends:

"The California State Board of Equilization has advised us
that we need not collect sales tax from purchasers who are not
residents of California. We have increased the literature in
your order to compensate the increased payment you made. In
your future orders you should disregard the line item for the
tax”.

Please pass the word.
This ruling will also reduce the amount WSO will have to pay to

the State of California for operating these years without having
collected, reported or paid any sales tax.

YQurs in Service, to NA,
£ 7%_
LU W

obert B. Stone
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