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dedeeiek CHRISTMAS PARTY *****
There will be a Christmas Party at the Rising Sun Clubhouse on
December 22, 1979. Bring some decorations and help trim the tree
at three o clock Saturday afternoon. We'll start eating at six,
.bring ‘a coverasd dish and share with others lf you. can, Gala dance
" after speakers meetlng. ' S }

L . ': dokddrk NEW YEARS PARTY ***** o
A fundraiser for the metro Atlanta area will be held .at the Rising
- Sun Clubhouse on New Year's Eve December 3lst., The party will begin™
at 9:00 and last until 1:00 am, A $2. door charge will go .to expenses
. and ‘the balance will be split between. the Atlanta ASC and the
. Marietta ASC, A basket will be passed every hour to collect money
-, forx. the World Service Conference and the total sum collected will
be announced at midnlght This sum will be forwarded immediately
.. :to- the World Service Qffice and. be held until the World .Service
_Conférence meets . in the Spring. of 1980 in Los. Angeles. Other cities
- will 'be doing the same and we, hope to make a good show. of ‘our.
commitment to. improving the services of Narcotics Anonymous as a
whole by having a lot of support for this event, If you cannot

._'contribute, please don’t let that kéep you from attendina and

'bring1ng in .a New Year of reCOVery clean and’ sober‘,.

: _ SEASON OF MIRACLES
. Isn't, it wonderful that as we visit our ‘friends and relatlves over’

... the. Holidays, we know that we will be able to remember what we do
_ Jand probably not wxsh to change any of it. We re all mlracles.ﬂ

'*#*#****** PUBLISHED BY THE ATLANTA AREA SERVICE COMMITTEES “#ihsedkk
Indrv1dual oplnlons expressed do not necessarlly express

i ~ . those of NA as a whole. .
. copyrlgbt 1979" Atlanta A¥ea Service COmm:Lttees
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. dhakd DUGTORS CONFERENCE m—
Rezenttr T had the npportunity to attend some of the sessions of
the SEGAJ Conféercnete vporsered by Peachford Hospital and atterded
by doctors and counselors in the field of alchol and drug rehabil-
itavion from all over the world, '
" Narcoiics Anonymous and Naranon both had beooths in the
: exhibition hall! and many new contacts were made with professionals
“in the fielid through them., We found ocut ahout some new mcetings
" too. For -instance there is now an NA meeting in Huntsville, AL,
Stanley Gitlow spoke on the 'ism' part of our addiction
and made clear the difference between "alecohol addiction" and
Yalcoholism! with ‘this example. He said that a doctor, wanting to
-gtudy the cffects ‘of alcohol withdrawal on humdns, solicited
volunteers from a prison and, over a period of time, increased
‘their alcohol .consumption until they were physically addicted.
’Then he studied their. withdravals. ‘If, after having gone through
the pain of withdrawal, the doctor had said to his subjects that
" he had made & mistake and they would have to do the whole: experi-
 ment’ over again, their reaction would probably be, 'Forget it,

' 'M1ster“ Whereas the person who is an aleoholic does these things

to ‘hifmself over and cvﬂr‘;g1in. That's the dlfference between
alcohol addxccxon ai:d alconolisu,
A Drug: addiction, he said, is so new a field that there

isn't even'a wozd Zn the Bazlich languaac to describe cur Mism',
L“Narcotism?“ ‘ne gquipped, izoghing. Bul he ‘got ‘tlargugh to this
addict. I'm not just tresting my addiction. It quieted down
several 24 hours ago. But my "ism" is alive and well and extends
into all areas our my life ia varing degreces.
) Gitlow dlso said that the alcoholic (and the addict)
‘seldom eaperiences'"normal". He is so busy going ™up™ and "dowm"
that hc only passes through “normal" for 10 seconds or so. (Can
you relate? I could, ).
' Dr. Joseph Purch described some of the’ qua11t1es hé
looked for vh-n Fis ing coanselors. One of them was 'the ability
to be sexual withcut being pelvie'. We have that in Atlanta NA,
thank God!

' All of the speakers stressed the fact that AA's program

works, but NA was seldom, if ever, mentioned from the podivm. We
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arc youny compared to AA but our .sucess. rate is. protty good and I hopo_
hear us mentioried by name by more speakcrs next year.. _ _

" Father Martin, who opened the conference, spoke. of the. love and
__spiritual shurlng that he felt at eve*y SECAD conference and this
one lived up to his bllllng for me. It isa wondcrful exp»rlence to
be, in the presence of so many. peop1e who are truly ronccrnou abour
'how they Gan do more to hLlp the suffcrin5 addict. - K1ther1nu F.

. IN HEMORX OF _DON J :
_ Born into the program November 22, 19?7
Died to this world November 17, 1979 .

Uhen Don first came to NA he looked worse than anyonc I've seen
7 before. or since.’ I thought surc he was too far gone to get help, but
Don didn't sce it that way and he kept comlng back, just like we told
him to, -
- pon had all the problcms that a ncwcomer has._Hc had an ex-wife,
' chlldren, alimony and ‘debts. For a long time he worked on his problems
just like the rast of us did when we first got ‘here. But there came
a time when Don got’ the program and he began to do what he could
about Don the addict And life got better for him.

. He marricd Nancy, anothier addict, and when they moved to Florida
~we missed them. Although their return to Georgla made us. happy to see
them again, they brought sad news. Don had an. inoperable cancer and

~less thanm a year to live.  '_'
Well, you would think. ‘that wuuld drive a man and hls w1fe back to
boozc and dru*s, but hot Don and Nancy. They came to meetings, they
_ attended danccs,_they partlclpated as members of Narcotics Anonymous.
_ Towards the cnd,. when the -pain- was really bad, Nancy would beg
Don to stay home and. save his energy but Don would say,:"Nancy,_I
want’ to go, even if I huft téo bad to talk, Just secing me there
and knowiﬁgiwhht'l m going through may help some kid to sce that
his problems aren’t as big as e thought." So with Nancy's love and
‘support, Don continued to do serv1ce work just by being with us.
_-4nd his présence: did hclp I saw Don at the mectings those last
fow wecks and he 9051t1ve1y radiated with the joy of being clean
and sober and in ‘touch with the God of his understanding. - _

' wono of us dld as much £0r Don as we would nave Likeg¢ o but
somehow I don't think He wants us to gricve., I think he wamts us to
hrnld out our hands to each newcomer, no matter how hopcless he or
she may cecm and help thom 2long the pathway to sobricty Den walked,
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Fas ‘HI, I‘M NATHAN AND 1'M A DRUG ADDICS #i¥s
To eveéryone vho knows ma and thosn who don't, As somi of you
krow 1 2w in =n eCOVeTy, fwme in smoggy Caleornla where I've
staycd clean and sober for the last seven months. Thanks to you
people back in Georgia ‘who planted the sced of NA for wc, I was
able tv wake it back aiter 2% months of losing everythlng I had,

‘ materlaly and emotionally, I was playing the game of SURVIVAL out
there on the strecets of Hollywood and I lost all my self respect,
respect for others and everything cls¢ that makes for a good life.

But scven months ago my Higher Power led me back to my heme,
Narcotics Anonymous. Now.I can look in the mirror and say, "“You're
‘really neath, and feel good. I can say somcthing positxve ahout
‘othérs. 77

“Par the newcomers there, stick aréund, it dods get better,
despite ourselves. If you share in the meetlngs, get a sponsor and

' work' those twelve steps, you'll get SOBER!

- I had 5% months DRYNESS wheén I went back out and today 1 have

.7 months SOBRIETY,., Today I Know the difference between being dry
“and being sober and I neéver want to he just dry .again.

Thanks for the support and I love cach and every one of vou.

' =~ THANK YOU -=-

Thanks - to everyone associatéed with making the 9th World Conventlon
of Narcotics Anonymous possible. It was a learning experience for
all of us. We had a good time and it meant a lot to members from
all over., It was the first time we had met some of our brothers
and sisters from Florida, Alabama, Pennsylvania Tennessee, Chicago,
Kansas, Nebraska, California, étc. Many were amazed that we have
- coms se far heté. They well know that NA'prdgfe§§'depends on NA
‘recovery and avery stcp forward rcprescnts a hundred ef fforts that
feli short of the goal, Thanks Agaln ~"Bo

THANKECIVING at the Rising Sun Clubhouse was a warm. gratxfylua
experience, The contributions of food and tlme by all concerned
stowed in tha ovtstanding dishes preparLd Ncedless to say.the
turnui,including 4 group of visitors from the NA fellowship in
Virginis Beach, Vi, did justiceé to the food served. This warm
Thanksgiving mood was shown in the Thursday night meeting: the
topic, naturaily, was gratitude. Bill :
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{{(({ WORLD WIDE NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY )})))
The world Serv1c; Conrerenae is sponsoring a world wide fundraising
Néw Year's Eve: Party.: ‘We will open a new yéar and a mnew decade w1th
a world widh group comsciocusness of Narcoties Anonymous. The fu«o
‘raised will be used to get a’computor for .all the-various-grdup
information so- that gpeedy ‘meilinge can be made and information can
be kept up to date for our World Directory. Other plans for
improving the expanding World Service Office will be discussed and
voted on at the 1980 WSC which mects in Los Angeles in May, The funds
will be held in trust by WSC until the Conference date when the
delegates will appropriate the funds in accordance with the purpose
of the event. Our prayer is to raise a substancial sum:of money so
" the Conference .can put the money where lt 1s most needed,

e NEW BIRTH GROUP . '

Meets Frldays at 8: GOpm at the New Horlzon s - Womens Pre-Release
Center located’at 344 Ponce de Leon Ave,(corner of -Durant and Ponce
de Leon) Call Shelly L. for more information. Attendance from the
women is 10-15 weekly. Recently we have gotten several newcomers who
are reading literature, asking questions and taking phone numbers

. (and using them!). The 2 main questions are: where are the people

. from the outside and what do you mean when you say: work thé steps,

. They talk a lot about being scared of using again and how difficult

-t is to stay straight. Remember, they have only one meeting a week.
Thlnk how. it swould bg for you if you had only one meeting a week.
I can't do it alone but we can do it togeatbar. - Love Shelly

"NEW SOUTHSIDE ‘MEETING! '
:Held Saturday nights 8:00pm at the Ridgev1cw Mental-Crisis Centnr.
only seven weeks old, it ie going good. There was a need for a
gaturday night meeting in the Atlanta area, God gives us what we
need if we pray about it and try to keep self will out of it. Go
1-85 South to (leveland Ave, exit right teo Ridgeview Mental Crisis
center just past South Pulton Hnspitel;‘Adthss: 1078 Cleveland Ave.

: IWSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE '
The Committee held a dance at the Rising Sun Clubhouse. Snacks
great music and good fellowship.combined for a lot of fun clean &
sober! The proceeds brought new lfiterature for the inmates of the
gu{ord Training and Development Center who arc members of our-
lowship. Scveral of us have attended the fine NA meeting thore.
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: iE;L&hG FnEE GuOU?

'JCe}obrarLd 1# s f:rqt anniversary on the. 3rd of December. Many
prescription odi 'jcts bive frund help at this mecting at Peachford

ﬂospltal on Fonday nléhts._We congratulate their carcying oi. our

message o1 RA recovory for this their first yoar,.ﬂay tbe*e be

many noppy 3eurs tc come, onc dlay at 4 timc! :

LARCﬁTICS ANONYMOUS RECOGNIZED

. IN COURT :
CA Cobb County Judge rccently ordered a conv1cted DUI to pay hlb
fine- to eithor AA or NA, This means he knows, NA exists and he
supports our-way of helping one. another stay clean and sober. ‘The
‘money is being held inm trust by the Rising Sun until WSO sends us
some .guideclines as to how it fits into. the 7th Tradition of being
selif- supporting through our own contributions. We are- glad this
 new member has come to us. God's will can. be cunning, baffllnb
and powerful too. .. R :

: o ANSWERING SERVICE NEEDS HELP .

."Your support and participation is necded to dcvelop our answ;rlng

.. service for metro Atlaptn. The phonec has been provided continuously
for nearly two years end could ba a lifeline for twenty suffering

.. addicts . a month, Oniv.a icw of us have had” the experience of giving
. someone & ride to their fivat WA meeting. We realize thut thore

are. cnough newcomers coming in thréugh the hospitals to keep us
growing but how about the feeling we could get carrying the
message to an addict win has'no idea real/help is nessible? Ask

thosc who have had this expericnce and maybe you will want to get
involved with this.Twelfth Step work too. Call George 'S. at

434w8470. for more informotion on how you can help. Do it today.

'RAINBOW DISTRIBUTION TO
' ».O NA GROUPS
We are undortaking to send out ten copies of the 1a1nbow to all

groups and mectings wegistered with their Area Service Committee
in the metro Aclantu area, I£ you do not reclive your cuplcs, ve

sure your group is registered. Individuals can subscribe at. the
rate o 55.09 por vear. Groups -cutside Atlanta can subscribe at
the same cace but willi recieve additional copius. SR
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GROUPS IN THE METRO ATLANTA AREA
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SUNDAY _ Thursday )

12 Step Study Group = Rising Sun NAVAHO Croup - VA Hos.

Candlelight Meeting at Lyan W's New Meeting - Kennestone Hos.

ask around for dircctions Golden Eagle - Buford Prison

MONDAY Open Up Group - Rising Sun

Clean and Serene - Ridge Yiew Ins. FRIDAY

Feeling Free Group - Peachford Hos. New Connections - Peachford

New Meeting - Atlanta West Hos. Dogveod Group -~ Dogwood Club

Tuesday Reaching Out Group ~ Rising Sun

New Meeting - Brawners Hos. Now Birth Group - New Horizons

New Visions Group - DeKalb Add, C1, SATURDAY

Buckhead Group - St. Ann's Hos. Speakers Meeting - Rising Sun
\\WEDNESDAY New Meeting - Ridgeview Crisis

Turning Point Group - P'tree Pkwd Hos. Survivors Group - Rising Sun
Southside Survivors - Clayton Gen. Hos,
Forward Group =« Rising Sun

All groups meet at 8:00 pm cach weck except the Survivors Group
which meets at 11:00 ‘Saturday nights; the Golden Eagle Group which
meets at &:30 Thorsday nights; and the Southside Survivors Group
wkich meets at §: 30 Wednesday nights.

Area serv1ce committees exist to serve the needs which groups have
but can't deal with alone._Your ASC depends on your support and

. - partlcipatlon ta provide for these needs. Only you can make 1t better!

Atlanta ASC meets at the Dogwood Club on the first Sundayﬁof'the
month at 11:00 am, New Treasurer Sunny. Most groups represented but
not by the G8R and they have no vote. Be sure your group, is reglstorou
for mailouts and tnat your GSR attends.

E Marzatta ASBC meots at the Rlsing Sun Clubhouse on the last Sunday
¢f the monch at 10:00 am. George 5. new Chairman replacing Allen N.

who moved to Texmas (clcan and sobex). Now trcasurer Bd ¢. Necd help
with answering service. Planming fellowship retreat soon.

MAILOUTS BASED ON RECISTEREDR CROUPS - REGISTER YOUR GROUP NOW!



THE ATLANTA LT TERATURE LO“MLTT:

890 Atlanta Road
Marlel.t-a, GA 30\;60

ZFREE MEDICAL CDNQ“‘*‘* o “FW

There is 2 nei ma3¢c¢1
Fridays. It is staffed by doct
addicts.. They can council yeou
fthreatenlng your recovery. Ho

__members have used the service

Tt is. availaole to all and is

?WCOVERING ADDICTS . vi.
service set np-at the h;él;g ‘Sun on
tars who themgstives are recovering
= seeling madizal help without .
med;uatloh ofy ‘premisés, Many of our.’
and we want the word to get around. -
open 6:30. to 8:00 pm Friday evenings.

1f you have an emergency and need help at othcr thes, gall

- 428-0081 or 427-2086. .

"Nar otlcs Anonjmous llterature awd blrthday chlps can’ be ordered P
by calling 427-2086 or by filling ocut the standard forms' and
~mailing them in with the money. if you need thesec. forms call the

'number or, wrlte the commltfee

at LGO Atlanta Road Marletta GA 30060



