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A FELLOVSHIP REVIEW Voluse 85,1

(A ROUGH DRAFT = NOT TO BE APPROVED, IMPROVED OR DISAPFROVED.)

Yany a philosopher has said the key to freedom is knowledge.

To be informed is to be free,

In 1982 we were fartunate in having an administrative committee wheo
warked at informing each and every member of our fellowship by
sharing openly and honestly all experience, strength, misiakes and
hopes of the Fellowship around the world.

St111 having a craving for that type of open communication within
the fellowship, we have developed this vehicle for your uncensored
sharing of vieuws, opinions, suggestions, criticisems (good cr tmd).
Please feel free to share those things you feel should be snared
== keeping 2lways in mind the principle and not the perscnality.

Please send your commentary to:

F O BOX 955
Leesburg,Va.22075

P.U. Box 955
leesburg, VA 22073
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ONE ADDICT'S EVER-CHANGING (THANK GOD) Viiw

Unity through applying the spiritual principles contained in the traditlons
becormes a reality when we carry out the responsibilities placed on us by those
traditions.

If you have trouble grasping this concept, there are many things for you to
lcok at. Some will zake it casier and some will make it difficult to accept,
but all are SIMPIE.

First - Re-read the explanation of the traditions in the little white book
titled "What is the Narcotics Anonymous Progran™.

Second ~ Re-read with an open mind the Traditions, This time look for the
simple literal presentation -- not figurative cr parenthetical expression, for
this method is what we use best in rationalization, justification, and denial.
Take a pencil and paper and ligt the key literal words we frequently sant to
substitute by saying "that means ...". The traditions mean what they say and
they say what they mean. No interpretation is necessary, unless we want to
Justify some other action or lack of action as a cop-out on our responsidility
as & group and its members,

Third - Now the hard part. First pray for the ability to see, Take each
<aiition as literally written and look for the responsibility placed on your
roeey to mrotect yourself from yourself and what needs to be done to carry out
sty fulfill in a positive sense these requirements of the traditions. (Hint:
lock for those things that could be difficult. In here we will find the
spiritual principles that we each need to practice in our lives for a successful
progran of recovary.)

After you haove finighed writing these honest, simple requirezents, then
come btack to this article and peruse scze of the many justifiers we use to
slide by owr roesponsibility. .

Unity i3 frequently used as a club to get soze one else to co-3ign
your justifications. We have frequently heard those who objected to side-
stepping trodition requirerents texrzed “radicals®™ and “dis-unifiers”, when
i+ fact the disunity I have secn in the past 8 years has come from those who
‘unintentfonally, without malice, believing that thelr way is truly the best
wing for the fellowship ty rot applying the falth asked of us in the secomd
troditicn) ratiomalice tradition interpretation to justify their motives,

The simplicity of unity with the application of the spiritual principles
of love, understanding and hunility of and for each other in the Rarcotics
Ancny=ous group is carried through and demonstrated 100%, linited only by

- +bility, today!

sTust and faith in God's will for us today is also linited only by our
...iity, today! Bver growing ond changing, we can and should take 4he respon-
+ibility to insure that nny decision on mtters affecting a Narcotics Anony-
pous group or N.A. as a whole (groupd be made QLY through our one ultimate
authority, a loving God as he may express Himsslf in our group comscience.
Please note -~ in no way are we given the choice or option to dslegate, give,
suwrrender to, ask’of, or permit this decision-making autherity to any one
except our one ultimate authority. Frequently we want to justify, read be-
wovn the lines, raticnalise, etc. through wishful thinking that “someone else
van make those decisions™, "we aren't interested in that stuff™, "let the big
«nool service glants decide those things”, "we're too tusy carrying the messages
Nowhere in the traditions are wo given the choice of indifferences quite the
contrary. Throughout the traditicns we are given the respensibility to insure
our freedom, We are rosponsible to inmure that ROT OME human being be denied
the right of recovery from addiction in Narcotics Anonymous,

Direct or implied uniqueness of anyome because of age, eige, sex, croed,
race, religion, politics, national arigin, socinl status, drug(s) of choice,
occupation, hair colar, language, life style, financial status (and the list
goes on and on) ey Tesult in exclusion in some forn. Ve are given o lot of
responsibility with autonomy. Autonomy is o double-edged oward. Qur first
reaction 1s that of freedon to do it o Wy, yet the other side of the coin
holds us to be autoncmously responsible to fulfill all the requirements ao
expressed in the twelve traditicns to mintain and guarantee that freedos.

These responsibilities my weligh heavy, become difficult.’ In carrying
the message of recovery from addiction in Narcotica Aronyzmous, we have the
Wlbmt,y for containing that message of, by, for, and within Narcotics
Ancnymous cnly, so that that which we have received freely will remin
available to newcomerts and old-tizers alike, so that this program will be
available for your childron, ard their children.

1.
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Many W.A, CToups in Virginia and the northern end lue RY
West by Cod ¥irginia have buen aharing, with intetest a.:i :::h\num::dfzou
l'.l:ed to local}.r.a owr gervice efforts and help o= grouzs mke =cre visible
Ne Be3sage of recovery «from drug addiction in N 4
still-suffering addicts in our ewn hack yazd, sreoties Anonyaous fer the

A preponderance of groups An several areas have decided in
forsation of the Virginla Roglon and would like %o take this :;pzzlmi:rmt:
invite any and ALL menbers, Croups and Azeas who wish to participate, to join
;:ttg o;:: Pt::v. :ggznm Rcslm{. Hoeting - to be hald in the Chaaberland

el, Hawep 8inia, March 10th at 1:00ps Gardi
(Ses fliex mcinsed.) ' in the Reat on Roan.

This belirg an Organizaticnal Mesting, the first order busing
the agenda, sccording ta Roberts Rules cf'muer. will be :q:rn aoa:mn
Jo-ten to call the aseting to ctder and call the roll of participants
wishing to be recognized as penbars of the Begion. Then the Selsction
cmgun t:dnu.::zi.l’n;‘mwl and conduct the talance of the mseting. Next
on the age to adopt the initial =
&uide to our service atructu:c) for Vi .“m s (temarary ki

Then en t0 Selecting the trusted acrwants reeded;

Socrotary to replase the fro-tem
Vice chair
Troasurar
;51
RSR Alternate
Othex eud-comaittes chairs;
’I(A:a"ntm = develspeent; roview & edity distridution
P.I. - eeating liat, Tegicnal & world dlrectery; hot lines &
12 Step listsy pubdlic wm&:&ﬁmﬁ cutreach
Finasce - fimasmeial t; ocedizal 2 H
7th tradition IP (cocrdinate with Literstize)
Special Events Planning & Cuidance - conventions; conferences:
area cervice neoting schedules; wezkahops: other
¥.A. Telated events
Policy - Traditions fulfillment;
Begional Sexvice Manual
develop & min

D1 mﬁ"u u:l:u -

9 on of pre & con interpretaticns of items for

Croup Conscience conatderation *

Inter- & Intra-Regional C ications - string of axperierce,
stzength and mistakeo; h of hand! + 89ldelines,
navs letters, litersture in frogress, and siputas with
other regiens, areas, subcomalttess, groups & eembers.

Please keop in mind - our prizary o is to ide ihe

-ngeds of mo Harcotics Ancaymous Croup m abrys reumtu rupom:eg
the of the N lca A Group, and to be ever vigllant
ahout practicing the opiritual principles given to us. The QHLY FEQUIAEMINT
1s willingness, The chalr, vico-chair, RSR, and RSA-Alt. neod most of ald
to be willing to practice impartiality (a difficult task for mny of us).
Ths willingness to practice contistancy is important for all. In a spiritual
ranm::y. unlike miny other structures, it is ixperiant that each and evory

At this polnt in the agenda 1t i3 guggested that we recess, after &
peayer(a/er esditationof your cholse,for wnity end guidance, and glve
t:u‘hr cml;hm de) bunuoasgmr thes to coae up with an overviov
of p 1 en ¥ &t 5:00pa to receive committes plasning reporis
:: eatadblish 3 preliminary sgenda, dsy, date, time and place far next

Ve will see y‘all st the Chambarland,

P.S. Plesse don’t farget the regionsl sesting in Bllicet: Cigy, M on
Felzuary 2) — It can te an isgortest aad infersstive ¢ay. '
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MID-ATLANTIC REGIONAL |
LEARNING CONVENFERENCE |

MARCH 1.2.3.1985 :

George Washington™Motor Lodge\ "\ " /= /
Allentown, Pa. T

anity Through Hevbice- What can F Po? v~ o

SERVICE WORKSHOPS: HMEETINGS:
Fellowship repert Regional Sub Comm Survivers
Group Service Helpline Spirituat
Traditions worlg Finance Speaker
Sponsorship World Poltcy ist Timer's
WSC Conv Comm Basic Text Stucy

Rosms. $40.00 per night FLAT RATE Single or Doudle (plus tax)
Register Directly with GEORGE WASHINGTON MOTOR LODGE,
Telephone 4 215-433-0131

SWIMMING POOL, JACUZZI, & SAUNA AVAILABLE  ®"DANCINGe®
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OPLH RIGISTRATION 12 NOOM MARCH 1,195

SEND REOISTRATIONS T0: LAASC, PO 80X 4475 ALLENTOWN PA 18105
24 HOUR HOT LINE 215 439-8440 FOR ADDITIONAL IMTO CONTACT:
By A (215) 432-1037 R Deve K (215) 791-0773

WX DRAOD B

RARE. NAD
ADDRESS :
NARANDND
TELEPHORE B
BEANS ALMONDINE
EGISTRATION 31200 D CHMOODLATE  140USSE
BANOUET $20.00 O
ARIDEH (MILUDES
SUNDAY BRUNCH $10.00 D N A s et
BANQUET SELECTIONS-CHECK ONE HONEY CHIDXER
FILET MGKON O £0GS SENTDICT
STUFFED FLOUNDER W/CRABHIAT D ":".Lii’s
s IALAD 8AR
D 1085 FO8 FUARANTEE DISSERT BAR

HAKE CHECKS PAYASLE T0: LAASC
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The financinl responsibility of an autonsmous group i to pay for
sexrvices rendered tirough our own contributions, declining outside contri-
butions - to pay for meeting space, to my far coffee mervices, to pay foo
litergture Iinting and distritution services, to pay for the services of
a trusted servant we send to ghare our good and bad experiences 4n carryins
the pessage and the good news and guidance that servant moy get from othes
groups to help us, We are responsible to poy for meeting 1ist sexvices,
to pay for hot line services, to willingly poy far all services needed by
the group to help us fulfill owr primary purpose, with the self-sacrificire
dongtions we rut in the tasket. The spiritual yrinciples and values offerod
1o ug in the scventh tradition can have 8 mrofound influente on our sell
ecteen, character, und a secwre feeling of being & part of it. 1< wenls he
2 shameful weeic of opportunity te gair the spiritual effects ef this prac-
tice 4f it were taken awzZy from us, It would be a share to dery aon addic-
the opportunizy to share in these things by maying his way for hiz, as sc
rany enablers have done for some of us in the past. It would be 2 sheme ¢
lose the notivaticn to contribute by having o fund-raising comtitiee husile
the pcney bty selling chances, kisses, dances, spaghetti dinners, raffiing
off 2 watch or a car, getting into the business of making momey to pey foo
group Services., By establishing businesses to produce 8 ofit to pay fo-
group services, to hold find-reiser dances, conventions and the like, we can
reb <he group merbers of motivation for sacrifice. Ve should not use refli:c
on lizexatwre to pay for group services, imstead of reducing the cest cf
eazrrying the Dessage in written fore,

¥We desperately need our soclal functiaons to replace the volé cf ol2
Peorle, places and things -- and so does the newcomer, so ¢o the unexployes
ané the wnexployatle. We need to provide these things so that all my atien:
with & feeling of dignity and self-value, self-warth, and self-prife, We
need 1o use the excess money sade on Socinl functions (Gances, cenventicre,
Ficnics, etc.) to reduce. the cost of the next social funciicn 56 wat mary
nore may participate in a much-needed part of life in recovery. ¥e need 1o
use excesc money generated in the sales of literature toc reduce ihe cost ¢f
caryying the message in written farz, (imgine how many papezback books yeu
could give away for $8.80!) instead of paying for group services and derrins
the reccvering eddict the oppertimity of spizitual growth.

I toid you it may get difficult., The Trespensibilities go cn -- each
very group hat the responsibility of seeing to 1t that each beaxd and
tec it crectes to perform a specific iask remalns responcive ond
sitle tc these that created 14, and prevides ihe services neeled tus
se necded as directly expressed by the Narcotiles Anonyrous Grours.

we rust rescpongitly make visitle the availabllity of reccvery fron
addicion ancnymeusly. The spiritual rewards are owrs for the ashking by
anceryrmously jracticing these principles in all cur affairc, free of the reed
far personal recogr.ition.



AWARENESS AND THE COURAGE TO CHANGE THE THIRGS I CAN
+eeOF.,. "of ostriches and mushrooas"

I've been an “ostrich” lately - I've kept my head in the sand. I've

tried to ignore what's been going on. By doing that I've given the people
who trust me the "mushroom treatment” - mushrooms are kept in the dark and

fed manure, Some of the things that have been going on in N.A. service
in the past year or two are good. I've told everybody about thexz. Other

things that are going on aren't so good. I see them going on; I read about

them going onj I know in my heart the devastating, negative effect these
things are having on our Fellowship, yet I haven't shared what I see and
hear and feel because it's negative. I want everybody to think that N.A.
is 0.K. So I tell those who trust me about the positive stuff going cn
in N.A. service and just shut ﬁp-about. the riegative stuff.  This kind of
dishonesty makes me sick of myself. My personal recovery demands :rat I
get honest and share the whole truth to the best of my ability. My
X

recovery and service experience will help qualify the following. he

Narcotics Anonymous progran allowed me to stop using drugs. I surrendered

to powerlessness over addiction and am recovering on that basis. There
are no ties in my recovery to any fellowship or program except Narcc:ics
Anonymous. I attended our World Service Conference firs: in 1980, par-
ticipated as a state representative in '81, observed in '82, and
participated as a WSC sut-committee chairperson in ‘83. Personal service
(sponscrship) and group service have been the focus of ry recent service
participation. Throughout all of this experience one thing has tecome
very clear to me - the validity of the principles in the 5teps ard
Traditions of N.A. when these principles are compromised perscnally the
eventual result 1s relapse, When these principles are compromised in
service to N.A. as a whole ... I'm not sure what the result will te ... I
don’t want to find out ... so, ncw I must get honest ané share what I'm
seeing, hearing, and feeling.

Tn 1982 the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous instructed the world
Service Conference administrative Sub-Committee, throusn a ~otion passed
at WSC 'S2, to putlish 2 "Quarterly Fellowship Repor:" :«c tne #ntiirs
fellowsnip. In my opinion the first couple of "Fellowshlp Foparis™ dis-
tributed prior to WSC '82 were onre of the best examples o n 3ervic.
commjtteec being directly responsille to tnose they serve Ln *fer nistory
of N.A. Thcy were simple, accurate, and infarmative, Thoy worked <o

produce :robably the firs: informed, unmanipulac*.d iiroup Ser clence of

2

******************

We feel that Netraska's request should not have been used
to ressurect this old issue, which we ¥xx had trusted was put to
rest at ¥.5.C.-83. It appears to us that the Group is Nelraska

zade a simple request for an explanation and clarification of
the apparent contradictiocns as well as the deletions in the
so-called "First Edition".
The ¥.S.B., as trusted servants, should have simply responded
to Netraska's request straightforwardly and honestly.
¥We also feel that somecne under the direction of Chuck
Cates, if not Mr. GCates himself, and x the W.3.B. owe an opology
to tha Nelwaska Group as well as N.A, as a whole, for omittingthe
truth -- the W.S.0. and W.5.B, never had the autharity to delete t-:se
lines in question, The i1asue had been settled by mndate at W.5.C,-83,
Therefore, we the members of the Philadelphia Area protest this
issue and will not cast our vote, We refuse to recognize the viola<ion
of procedure (it's not a Tradition matter).

In loving servioce,

Phila, Area Service Committee
of N.A.

% ¥ k X ¥ X ¥ ¥ x

T0: %.S.C. Administration Committee

FROM: Mid-Atlantic Region

SUBJECT: Voting participation at the world Service Conferen- .

The Mid-itlantic Region has taken a conscience of it's
groups and found that the voting participation at the W.S.C.
needs to be changed. We have submitted a quarterly raport to
the W.S.0. asking that all regions be prepared with their
fellowship conscliences to vote at #.S.C.- 85 on this issue,
first on the agénda. We have also submitted input to the
Select Comnmlittee stating our regional conscieace, would you
please see to it that this issue gets on the agenda as

highest priority?

/6



That world conference officers abstainfrom voting at W.S.C. 84-85
That no iterm not on agenda be voted on at ¥.5.C. 84-85,

That no item that has not been sent out to group conscience be voted
at ¥.5.C, B4-85. That Tradition & and 9 stay the same until the
Conference ask the fellowship far input first and to be dealth with
at 84-85 conference, not in 60 days after 83-84 conference.

That Conference follows owr tradition and to remember they serve
us not us to thenm.

In Loving Service

Letter prepared
LAASC Chairman

* K Kk ¥ k% ok ko k kk vk ok k R %k k fow ok k ok ok ok ok ok

PHIIADELPHIA AREA OF K.A.
P.0. Box 14541
Philadelphia, PA 19115

June 13, 1984
Toi All World Service Conference Participants

Re; Directive to vote on delstions in Traditions Four and Nine,
Dear ¥.S.C.s

The Philadelphin Axea is outraged for the following reasonss

X ITEM 1 The ¥.S.C. is erronsously utilizing the Twelve Tra-
ditions for organizational purposes which they (the Tra-
ditions) were never intended far., The oxmid sole purpose of
the Traditions are as spiritual guidelines that provide
yrotection {or each and every Croup.

As a result of the vote the motion in question re-
cisved, it is clear to us that 77% of owr trusted ser-
vants at the highest level do not understand what thse
Traditions are about.

When the principles of the Twelve Traditions are
adopted by a service committee, only the ideals are adopted,
This does not change the commitiee arganizationally, mxx nor does
it make them a Twelve Traditions Group.

ITEM 24 This issue was improperly attached to an item on the
agenda at W.S.C.~84,
ITEM 3: The votingx used at W.S.C.-84 is, at least, questicnable.

We refuse to recognlze the disproportionate representation., It
does not £ reflect a fair Group Conscience of the Fellowship of N.A.
(i.e. 37 regions = 37 votes).

ITEM &4: W.S.C.-84 circumvented the policies and procedures
attending these matters.
ITEM 53 The implied ultimatum that if we do not respond to

their deadline, the approved Basic Text would either not be
rrinted or would be altered prior to minting.

ITEN 6: Acknowledgenent of W.S.C.-84's proposal on this issue
will set precedent, allowing the W.S.C. to call for a change without
going through mreviously established procedures meant for such

igsues. This will divert us from our primary purpose.
£~

N.A. as a whole. The tone of these repartis was inclusive - N.A. menmbers
were encouraged to participate in K.A. world services. One result was
that a very large number of N.A. members attended WSC ‘82 to observe and
nelp with sub-commlttee wark.

Durirg 1982 and 1983 Fellowship Reparts were not published quarterly
nor were they diciriduted on time., The reports themselves became
excessively detailed and wordy, and WSC trusted servants began using them
as a vehicle o exmress their personal ldeas., The tone of these reports,
particularly introductory portions, became increasingly more exclusive
- 11 seered that members were being discouraged from participating in
N.A. world services, maybe even discouraged from reading the reports at
all, Folilowing W3C '83 more reports were produced and they were more
nearly on time, hoWwever, the reports became even more wordy, exclusive
in tone, and were used as a vehicle far personal expression more
frequently. The “Fellowship Report® just previous to WSC '84 included
a massive discussion of our service structure misrepresented as a pro-
posal for adcption f{rom WSC Policy sub-committee. Many N.A. Groupe.,
ASC's, and BSC's spent many hours studylng this single “proposal” in
vain. Because this discussion of our structure was not in reality the
proposal of our W5C Policy sub-committee, the whole "proposal™ was
withdraw from consideration at WSC 84,

Svidence of the increasingly exclusive tone of Fellowshlp Reports,
was that yery, very few N.A. members attended WSC 184 to observe and
nelp, tut witk sul-committee wark. Following WSC ‘84 the Fellowship
Report became ever. more burdensome, exclusive, and personal. Now we
have beer. artitrarily informed that there will be no more Quarterly
Fellowship Reports, furthermore, we have been told that the N.A. Fellow-
ship should irvest world level trusted servants with the “"anthoritles to
make routine business decisions” - just as a large carporation would
assign ic ccrporate officers ar chief employees. We are further informed
that equivalant communication will be sent to the fellowship through the
WSO, Inc. Mewslinc. Our World Service Office Inc. is a business.
Businesces advertise goods and services for sale. Our business - WSO Inc.
advertises the goods and services they have for sale to us, their
[rimary cus:oner, through the newsline. It is good business for our WSO
Ine. to d¢ tni: and by the nature of WSO Inc., this adver tisement sheet
called Newsiine in very informative and service oriented. But it is an

advertisement frow a lmciness all the same.

4. i g



My questions about N,A. world services are really very simple. Do
we really want the administrative structure we've alloved to develop or
do we want honest, open communication in our fellowship? Do we believe
in our principles or not? Are we willing to find out what's really going
on or do we want to keep our heads turied in the sand? Can we afford to
continue to keep each other in the dark and feed manure to those who
trust us?

Addiction is an insidious disease. It often tells us that the most
self-destructive of activities are good for us, We carry addiction with
us 1nto our service, It leads us to deceive and manipulate. I'm not
accusing any individual or group of individuals. This is not “their”
problem, it is our problem, 1 have no personal enemies or adversaries
in service to N.A. My only enemy is addiction, my only adversary 1is
denial. Recovery from addiction is the answer to all of our problems in
N.A. service, Honesty, openmindedness, and willingness to try will
start us on our way and keep us on our way. Unity does not mean that we
hide our heads in the sand and ignore the fact that our principles are
being compromised. Let's face reality and take the obvious steps needed:

1) If we want Directly Responsible Trusted Servants in world
service, then we need to elect members who have been responsibdle.

2) If we believe in our second Tradition we need to change the
voting procedure at our WSC.

3) 1f we believe in our ninth Tradition then we will not allow
this administrative structure that has devecloped to manage
and control our fellowship into oblivion. If we believe in
direct responsibility we won't allow ourselves to be further
deceived and manipulated.

The choice is ours. N.A. Croups have already splintered off -
disillusioned with recent world level service activities., More will
follovw unless those of us who are aware of what's going on get our heads
ou: of the sand and start telling the truth about N,A. services.

It really is as simple as that..gwy\
R EEEEEERE R * %k %k 4

The focus varies; from the deletions in our {once) approved basic text, to

the

@ removal of our Fourth Step Inventory Guide, to the census farm sent out by
our WSC-PI Committee, to our current voting procedures used at the WSC. The
Froulis remain the same: disservice to the N.A. Fellowship

o Are absorbed in appear to boil down to one single
* ongoing fatlure as a fellowship to live by our own Second Tradition,

In personal recovery, anything less than total swrrender to spiritual
principles produces much less than spiritua)] results,

fellovship could expect otherswise.

- -
These controversies we

lscue:

I can’t see how we ag a

nl

I—:' 982 and 1983, many RSRs caze to our WSC with an informed Group Conseienca
Fake the changes needed to correct the
those times.

to
many problems we were having duwring

We, as a fellowshi
P were assured, cach time, tha
would be made, ag directed. 5 . » t those changoeg

Our area 1s writing this letter in grave concern over the direction
of W.S.C. of NA. Ve are writing in response to the items that have
been dealt with in ¥.8.C. B4 and the way the Conference is being run.

Item No, 11 Voting procedures of conference. We would have to
geo this as violation of our 2nd and 9th traditions "Tradition 2 -
far our group purpose there is but cne ultimate autharity - a loving
God-as he may express himself in our group conscience; owr leaders
are but trusted servants, they do not govern": "Tradition 9 - N.A.
as such ought never to be organized; but we may create service boards
or committees directly responsible to those they serve,”

Having other than RSR's vote at conference is watering down group
conscience, by having the Board of Directors, Board of Trustees,
Subcomm, Chairs, Sec., Treaswrer and Co-Chair as voting participants.
Whose group conscience do they carry? The Boards, the Subcomm, or
their own, This is also a violation of tradition 4.- Each group should
be autonomous, except in matters affecting other groups of NA as a whole™
X(A Narcotios Anonymous Group is any meeting which moets xmgxixxx
regularly at a specified place and time for the purpose of recovery provided
that it follows tho twelve steps and twelve traditions). The service
arms are not NA, they are of NA (only). We would have to ask owr
Conference to follow our tradition. As it stands at this point we have
26 voting participants besides R.S.R. and can expand as we farm new
subcomm, and expand our Board of Trustees to 15 from 12, How can we
ever get a true group conscience through a loving God of our understanding
as it "states in the 2nd tradition”.

DDASIHARIB Item No. 21 Conference procedures on voting on mamends to
main xmk¥ix motion, and other items concerning group conscience we have
found violatians of the 2nd, 4th, and 9th traditions in these matters
too, We feel that any motion that has been sent out far group conscience
should not be amended, To amend is to change the item that was sent
out for group consclence and 1s therefare no longer group conscience
because NA as a whole hasn't seen the main motion with the amends.
(violation "Tradition 9”) Conference is set up to serve us, NA, not

in reverse, No item should be voted on without being first put out

far group conscience, including amends, Amends are input and as such
should go to subcommittees for further work, Let RSR vote with group
conscience, yes no or abstain on items sent ocut for group mm conscience
only. Anything else is input far the following conference,

Item No, 31 Traditions & and 9, Conference is again in violation of
traditions 2, &4 and 9, No group conscience has been taken in 1983-1684
ocn these items: The motion put on the floor by the chairman of the
Board of Directars and the subsequent action taken by confereme for
the fellowship to vote in B 60 days to return to traditions 4 and 9 as
written in the red first edition or to stay as it 1s, This is setting
a yrecedent to farce group conacience to vote on itema that were not
put on the agenda for that year and did not seek input from the IDARERE
fellowship first,

Iten Ho. 43 4th step inventory guide. Violations of traditions 2, 4,
and 9, Again this item was never sent out by conference for group
consolence dixz disregarding conference and literaturs committees
Frocedures ymockomxix previcusly adopted by NA as a whole. This inventary
guide has helped many HA members in our area with their recovery.

Conclusions

That W.S.C. starts to serve the fellowship not vice versa, As an
area we strongly insist on the D Lth step inventoary guide be put back
in ¥.S.0., Inc. inventory and be put back on oxder blank for the
fellowship to purchase and use, The conference must follow traditions
as well as the rest of NA.

The Board of Directors and Trusteces abstain from voting at wsc 84-85.
That the warld subcomm, chair a.bo‘ta.in from voting at W.S.C, 84-85.



Juns 25, 1984
To; Chairperson - Werld Service Conference of N.A.
Dear Trusted Sexrvant,

Ve ungerstand that a motica passed at the 1984 ¥SC will remove the
Followship spproved “An Approach to the Porth Step Inventory" from the list
of 1iterature for sale from WSOinec.

We further underatand that this ootlion was not distributed to the Pellowship
for a Croup Consclence prior to the ¥SC.

Such a gathering aa a World Service Conferenge eust place quite a straln
on our dedicated truated servants. Ve can empathize with the wearincss that
could cause even the most exporienced to make occasiona 1 mistakes such as
this.

Mo mention vas made of any compromise or violation of our Traditions
aimilar to the reasons which led to withdrawl of "Use of Medication in
Recovery" till revisiony hosever, this means of withdrasl clearly violates
Traditions two and nine( voting at WSC without first determining the Group
Conacfence of the Begions,Areas,Croups,and Members of M.i,) whick further
coopreaises Traditions one and five.

We feel that the portion of the motion in queation which resulted
in withdrawl of "An Approach to the Porth Step Inventory®froa the liat of
Approved N.A, Liternture was out of order and needs to be declared out of
order nos.

“in Approach to the Porth Step Inventory™ should continue to be
availible till a revision is approved or the members and groups of N.he
{nstruct the WSC to withdraw {t from availibility.

ohe action taken by WSC "84 reguarding "an Approach to the Forth Step
Inventory™ was hasty and flladvised at beat. We suggest that you act imaed-
jatly to rule that portion of the notion withdrawing this Approved pamplet
- OUT OPF ORDER!

W¥hile doing the right thing for the right reason {s truely {t's own
reward, we believe that the sooner thia task {3 accomplished the more our
¥SC'a integrity will be relnforced {n the eyes of N.A.a8 & whole.

Sincerely,

cc toa TRI-STATE REGIONAL SERVICE COMMITTEE
%5B,WSO,RSC's P.O. BOX 2761
PITTSBURGH, PA 15230
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LITTIE AFPPIE AREA RARCOTICS ANCNYMOUS
P.0. BQX 4475, ALIENTOWN, PA 18101
24-HOUR HOTLINE 215/439-8440

L.A.A.8.C.
P.0. Box &
Allentown, Pa, 18105

To the Warld Service Confarence of Narcotics Anonymous and participents,

We also direct this letter to the Board of Trustees, Board of Directars
¥.8.0., Ing,, all ¥.5.C. Subcomm., and to all of Narcotics AnonyROus.

/3

I question, with the problems we are experioncing today, whother or not any
real changes were &ade. If they were not, we nust find out why. If they were
indeed made, perhaps those problems also were a symptom of this same 1ssue.
Could it be that as we did so ofton in our active addiction, wo have only been
switching symptoss, not addressing the true cause of our difficulties.

Perhaps we should ask ourselves these questions:

1, Will a trusted servant who has surrendered their will, vote as a
single voice on a Group Consclence issue?

2. Will trustees, WSC officers, committee chalrs, and all other WSC
participants, if they comprehend “"powerlessness over addiction”
and disease concept, place themselves in the impossible position of
raking decisions for the fellowship? (In the explanation of our
second tradition, we are warned of our need to "...protect ourselves
fron ourselves....By nature, we are strong-willed, self-centered
people, thrust together in N.A.; mismanagers all; not one of us is
capable of making consistently good decisions.”)

3. Will we, as o fellowship, continue to condone this action--that so
obviously feeds our disease addiction--in those sape “trusted
gervants”; when to do 50 18 to co-sign thsir disease and block the
recovery that comes from applying spiritual principles?

4. How long will we as a fellowship survive if we continue to ignare
or "sidestep™ our traditions and the spiritual principles contained
in them?

Must this motion be made at the WSC for us to stop, think, and look clearly
at what we are doing?

MOTION: “TO HOLD ALL FURTHER VIOLATIQNS OF OUR SECOND TRADITION IN ABEYANCE. "

Cadeke .
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Sinplicity - The Time-Tested "Hall Mark"™ of Recovery

One_rocovering addict holping anothur is without yarallel. Whon
the voice of two or more addicts meet regularly, they may become

One _group. When tho voices of ecach addict in tha group are united,
our ultimate asuthority, a loving Cod, tay oxpress himself in the
harzonious voice of the Harcotics Anonymous group. BEach mosber of

the Harcotics Anonymous group hae been given the spiritunl guidelines
in our traditions to protect him from himsclf. As each Narcotics
Anonymous mombor practices those spiritual principles, thare onorges
a harmonious volce of Narcotice Anonymous in “Croup Consclence”, When
tho voice of cach Narcoties Anonymous group are combined through the
use of the spiritual catalyst, there emerges the harsoniocus volce of

One area. The member selected by the Narcotics Anonymous group to
carry the voice of that Narcotics Anonymous group to be shared with
other N.A. group representatives in a committee meeting which has
becore known to us as the Area Service Committee of N.A, Each

nenber who makes up this committee (GSR) is directly responsible

to the group which has selected hin to carry and share that voice known
to us as “Croup Conscience”. This cozmittee (A.S.C.) selects, as
needed, othar menbers to perform the functions necessary to fill the
needs of the A.S5.C. These merbers are usually identified by a name,
rontker, title, etc. Sometines referred to &8s subcomnittee chairmen,
vice chairmen, Becretary, treasurer, eic., these nazbers are seclected
to serve only the committee (A.S.C.) which is made up of only those
who have a DIRECT responsibility to the group (GSRs). The cembers
telected by the A.S.C. to serve the needs of the A.S.C. do just amd
only that, They serve and are directly responsible to that committee
and not to the fellowshipy The ninth tradition specifically provides
for o line of responsibility directly to those who have selected them
and ONLY to thom. A& the Aren Service Committee (CSRs) Iractice the
application of the spiritunl principles given to us, there aurfaces

2 harmoniously unificd voice of o



Regicn. The regicnal committce members (ASRs) share with each other the
successes and failures, the solutisns and Jeoblems, and the victaries
experienced in recovery froam drug addiction through the spiritual
Frinciples of Harcotics Anonymous. This regional committee (made up
of OHLY those ASRs directly responsible to the Area Service Comnittee
(CSRs) may select members to sarve that cozmittee, i.e. sub-comnittee
chair, vice chalr, treasurer, secratary, etc., who are servants of and
respensible to the Reglonal Service Comnittee. " Please notes they are
not the committee, they are servants of that coanittee. Tho volce of
the RSC is the hareonious voice derived from the voices of the Arecas
as carried and shared by the representative of the Area (ASR). Those
seclected to sarve the regional committee do Jjust that; they serve the
committee and not the fellowship, As the spiritunl values btring about
a united voice in a Region, the RSC selects a representative (RSR) to
carry and share the voice of that Region with other regional repre-
sentatives., This servant selected to carry the voice of the Region
{not the personal opinion of the RSR -- the RSR as a mesber of a group
has an opportunity to express his opinion up at the group level,)

Aa the various representatives from different regions meet to share
the voice of their respective regions, the phenomenon of a harmonious,
unified voice eperges, an event called the

Vorld Service Conference - the coming together of Regicns,

It was not the rules, rogulations, by-laws, autharitative opinions,
parsonality mnipulations, organized atructure, or ego dominance

that developed this time-tested succesaful adherance to the spiritual
principles given to us by our steps and traditions., It was tho time
test of trying these falling methods and for swvival's sake setting
then, one at a time, aside. Through an ever-increasing desire to hear
the voice of our one ultizate authority, we surrendered to the power
of Croup Conscience and experienced an increasing faith in a loving
Ged ns he may express himself in our "GROUP Conscience™.

Vhy then do we stop there? The answer to that my be found in our
history. The early conferences were in need of participants., Today
perhaps it is time to amend the wrong of demands we have made on
individuals for so long. We can and should now take away the
unreasonable expectation of those sexrvants we ask to give guidance

and at the sare time give decisions. To give guidance is to leave

the freedom of cholce. To vote is to give a decision., It i3 time we
stopped asking a few to be two different things nt the same timo and

be without conflict of interest., It 13 time we stopped asking those
servants not to be human, It is time that we accept full responsibility
and place the decisions in the hands of the loving God as He may express
Himself in group consclence, It is a far greater thing we do to give
the time, patience, tolerance, and understanding needed to accomplish

a unanimous agreement than to hastily shape a mjority decision and
leave resentment in the wake.

The trust and belief in tho spiritual principle of the second tradition
18 cwrrently demonstrating its validity in the powerful, dynanic, and
successful functioning of those ASCs and RSCs which adhere to the
direct line of responsibility to those they serve in group consclence.

Each year many participants come away froa the WSC with dissatisfaction
and resolutions to change that which is not working. Frequently we
attezpt to create new rules and regulations to ignore. And ask in
frustration, Why doesn't this work? We then come to the conclusion
(n-equentJ.vs to draft a new service structure. One might wonder if we
ignare what we have, will we ignore o new one ?? Perhaps. Whatever
happoned to "Keep It Simple™? We can see clearly demonstrated the
second tradition successfully in action in those ASCs and RSCs who use
that direct line to the voice of group conscience. Let us then take

a look at the humnness in actlaon when we expect the impesaible from
rocovering addicts, Currently there are 41 registered regions eligible
to send an RSR to be a member of the WSC with a volice = 41 voices
reprosoentative of direct group conscience. At our last conference

we had at best count 34 RSRs each with a voice = 3% voices repreaentative
of a direct group conscience. ¥We thon mke the unreasonable demand of
asking Some servants for guidance and then deter objoctive honasty bty
asking them to cast a dociaion vote. Our current ourvice atructure

November 1, 1984

To: World Service Conference Public Information Subcommittea
Fr: Central Maryland Areca of Narcotics Anonymous

Re: N.A. Census

The qroup conscience of the majority of groups in The Central Mary-
land Area of Narcotics Anonymous was that groups should not participate
in the N.A. census undertaken by The World Service Conference Public
Information Subcommittee. The decisions made within our area were based
on concerns about whether an N.A. census is necassary or aven desirable,
and objections to the manner in which the census was undertaken.

Hany members feel that the census could «  ; easily lend itself
to misrepresentation of Narcotics Anonymous. P, assuming that such a
census can accurataly reflect the membership of Narcotics Anonymous,
our fellowship could very easily be misrepresented to those scurces for
which census statigtics might be used. Due to the fact that communication
within the fellowship is still somewhat unreliable, there i{s virtually no
possibility of the census reflecting N.A., as a whole.

Much concern was also expressed about the question which- asks memebers
to specify their drug of choice. Making such spacifications seems to be
taking steps in a direction which N.A. has always tried to avoid. Addicts
can recover in N,A, regardless of what their drug of choice is. This is
a fact regardless of what any numbers might indicate. There iz no need
for such information.

There is also the question of the manner in which the census was
distributed. We feel the service arms of N.A. must be more sensitive
to the fellowship which they are dealing with. Narcoties Anonymous is
still very young in most areas, and there is much potential for mis-
understanding among memebers. Within many groups in our area it was noticed
that uninformed secretaries and GSRs were simply handing the forms to
everyone in the meeting without any type of explanation. The potential
danger of a form such as the N.A. census form being handed to a newcomer
i3 very large. In daaling with a world-wide fellowship fproblems like thie
can always occur, but in this situation it seems that greater precautions
could have been takon. One such precuation could have an explanation about
the census on the census from itself rather then on a seperate cover letter.

There also saems to be a question about who is being served in such
an undertaking as a census. There is no doubt that the Public Information
Subcommittee took this action in order to serve the fellowship, but what
indication did@ the subcommittee have that the fellowhip desired to have
a census taken? It is understood that gsubcommittees cannot sgek fellowship
approval on every action they take, but perhaps such approval should have
been sought before taking such a major action as a N.A. census., As has
been stated, the groups in the Central Maryland Araa have decided that the
census and the way in which it was distributed is undesirable. We can only
wonder how many other groups might have come to this conclusion had they
been asked rather then just having a form handed to them and being told to
mnake sure that it was filled cut,

It is surely not our intention to condemn the Public Information
Subcormittee for thair effort to serve the fellowship. All who have been
involved in service work en any level can appraciate the effort as being

ong of good intentions. Wa feel, however, that we have acted in the
way which will be most beneficial to the fellowhip of Narcotics Anonymous.

Yours in loving service,

The Central Maryland Area
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The Volunteor Huglon wishes for the ipmodiate reinstatesent of
the 4th 3tep Guide in W30 circulation.” Our region also wisanes for
the correction of the WSC minutes %o read that the substitute motion
(pg. 33, preliminary draft W3C ainutes 83-4)failed, lacking the
required 2/3 majority of voting participants.

This I.P. has for many years been through the development
process for nev literature and has been reviewed by an informed
Fellowship. The removal of this I.P. 13 an injustice to a Worldwide
Pellowship dedicated in the pursuit of Group Conscience. Our
conscience 18 clear, and we feel the conscieace of the Pellowship
is clear. We pray this comaunication will clear up the confusion
brought about by the reasoval of this I.P., both in the correction
of the WSC minutes end the reapect of an already obtained group
conscience of Our Pellowship.

We, the Volunteer Region, are dedicatod and continue to be
in loving service to a Pellowsnip we owe our very lives.

RSR: Rick Woody
9000A Grayland Dr.
Knoxville, TN 37923

RSR, Alt.: Hollie Arnold
3221 Elm Hill Plke
Nashville, TN 372I4

volunteor Region of
Rarcotics Anonymous

TREEDOM
PITTSBURGH AREA SERVICE COMMITTEE
OF
ND NARCOTICS ANONYMOQUS
Gooows PO.BOX 802 . PITTSBURGH, PA 15230-0802
UNIVERSAL PROGAAM

To the Fellowship:

The Pittoburgh Area would like to exprees their coaceran about the procedures u
vithdrav the kth Step Guide froz the market of approved N.d. litcrut:.re. Vo beu::: o
that it should have been sent out to tho N.A. Fellowship for approval or disapproval
before such a decision vas made. The 4th Step Ouide was approved by a group cosscience
of the N.A. Pollowship at WSC'83 and we believe that it should bo sold by VSO until
such tisze as a loving God as expressed in our group consclience disapproved it or ap-
proved of a bev ons. Please consider the implications of this decision and the effect
th::ét hes had on our recovery.

e reading the zinutes froa WSC'84 we found that there is tvo diff
for voting at the World Service Conference and that the Chair could :ue::::ef-r;::z::"
dure at his own whin, Ve do not feel that this is very opiritual.

At VSC'8Y4 a two-thirds cajorisy was needed to recove the 4th Step OGuide fros the zar-
ket. ?ﬁ:t;oto van !&:15 No 10 Abnte::tou 9. On page 4 of VSC'84 ninutes a motion was
p pt propossd standing rulee VSC which definos two-th 3
all participating voting cecbers.” The proposed standing rules state th‘:‘:ci:“ a:;: :c'.:f.
vhere a two-thirds majority is meeded a two-thirds of all cembers eligible to voto ia
needed and in othor cases sesbers thatl abstain are oot counted as voting meabers and it
1:5 u:ot:n the Chair to decido vhich procedure to use. This has proved to de very confus-

In the Pittcburgh Area when a vote neods a two-thirds majority it sust be a two-thirds
zajority of all GSRs present, even thoso that abstain. We feel {ht this procedure ghould
be adopted by the World Service Conference becauss we do not feel that a true two-thirde
wajority was reached to rezove the 4th Step Ouide froo tho market.

Regardless of what bas happened and vhat procedure wans used wo feel that there should
::t:dbouo: “th: ;;zc:dl;:e uu;d b:nd h:h“ nwaboald be sent out to the Fellowship to be

8 ea © g 85,
sotad oo ua the flre, die 66 at ¥SC'85. This would reliove much coafusion and

Our last concern deals with the price of our Basic Text. It is our opinioa that th
price abould be reduced to 3 dollars imzodimtely. If each area coepnoz with the U&’&'o
Tequsst that each area hold a fundraiger for the benefit of WSC thero should bo ouffi-
cient funds to operate each yoar. Also, with the growth of arcas and regioans the fund
flow between the member and cur World Services should icprove drszatically.

'h\lith a do:?m in the price of our Basic Text it will becoas more available to addicts

o cannot afford them and it vill help cur Hoopitals and Institutions comaittoss to
cupply thes to addicts who cannot attend NeA. beotings. The lesn expensive our Banic
Text is, the more lives it will save. This io our prinary purposeli!

In loving Gervice
- 11 - PeheBCoMohe

4doo for 34 such peraonal opinion votes = 34 votes representing
E:?;roup conocience. W8B, WSO, WSC Sub-Cormittoes (Sorvice Boards
acd Bervice Comnitteen crested to sccomplish a spocific taek).

1a 1L any wonder why it's not working 7?7 Wu puon to have given Cod
a 50% say-so, Whatover happencd to “unconditional” 100% faith?
Sipplicity and clarity 18 often elusive in our human strife.

If the answer 3s not yet clear, then perhaps we should continue
praying only for the knowledge of His amendable will, (A weak
attempt at humor.) -

Score! Cod 34, WSC 34 = more Will be revealed.

An impartant vehicle for the continued growth by the fellowship in
gpiritual principles say be found in open and direct, uncensared
communications between the regions. Just as one addict shares with
another, 8o too one group shares freely with another = ASC, so too
one area shares freely with another = RSC. Then why not have one
region share freely without the intimidation and censorship of super
gervants, ultirate leaders, and trusted authorities?

Pleage subzit any communications from you, your group, your area, and/or
your region that you would like to have shared uncenscred with others.
(Please onit all four-letter words except - wark, love, and pray.)
Send to:

P.0. Box 955
leesturg, VA 22075

‘,avd/
*********************** *f%ﬁ%*

VHO'S IN CHARCE AROUND HERE ?

An addict alone is in btad company and zo is a region in Florida.
Wo arc surrounded on three sides by water and the information we re-
ceive is select at times, The present “trusted servants™ on our
world level have not over-stepped their boundsj however, they have
tuisted the spiritual principles that we have held deaxr in our
recovery. Wwhat does it mean to have owr decisions made by a small
@roup of trusted servants? Have not the principles that N.A, was
founded on served thelr purpose in our growing fellowship? Why have
our quarterly fellowship reparts stopped? Have the jobs at the ¥.5.0.
been open to all recovering addicts, ar tased more on who you know?
What has happened to our second tradition? Where has the spirit that
created our Basic Text gone?

Ne create service boards and comnittees directly responsible to
those they serve. When they no longer respond, they no longer
function under the guidelines of owr ninth tradition.

There is an increasing Rovement anong cembers of the fellowship
to actively participate in the writing of our literatwre, ¥ill that
participation be available in the future . « « O will professional
Journalists replace the experience, strength, and hope of recovering
addicts? What of our spiritual principles? Will the avenue be open
in the future for willing addicts?

8
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The increasing nuaber of recovering addicts cannot be disputed,

but let us not forget that quality - mot quantity -

That active participation in our early recovery gave us the spirit
ormed group consclence,

saves Our ass.

to carry the message of recovery through an inf

not a vote of confidence. By giving of our time and resources through

travel, communication and conventlons, we have learncd:
The truth will set us free.
Internal strife cripples our followship.
We keep what we have only with vigllance.
We know we're not in charge. 7

To: The Yellowship
Froa: The Tri-State Begional Service Committee

Vhile revieving the cinutes from WSC'84 we found that there ia two differeat
procedures for voting at the Vorld Service Conference and that the Chairperson
could use either procedure at his own vhis, We do not feel that thia ia very
spiritual.

At WSC'8Y4 o two-thirds sajority vote vas meeded to recove the Fourth Step
Taventory Guide from the market of N.A. literature. The vote vas Yosa - 5, No -
10, Abs. - 9. On Page 4 of VSC'84 minutes a moticn vas passed to accept the pro-
poeed standing rules VSC vhich definss two-thirds sajority of all participating
voting mezbers. The proposed standing rules state that in soze cases mesbers that
abstain are ccunted as voting mesbers and in other cases they are not ccunted as
‘participating' voting mecbers and it ia up to the Chair to decide vhich proce-
dure to use. This han proved to be very confuaing to us. 1If the meobers who ab-
stained wvere counted as voting cesbers in the above issue the Fourth Step Inven-
tory Guide would still be for cale right nov.

The Tri-State Region feels that a two-thirds majority,should be defined as two-
thirds of all secbers eligibleto vote that are present at WSC. We do not feel
that o true tvo-thirds mnjority was reached to resove the Fourth Step Inventory
Guide froo the markat of N.A. literature.

Regardless of vhat has happened and vhat procedure waa usod we feel that there
chould only be one oet procedura uced and that this iscue should be sont out to
the Followship to be voted on an the first item of businees at WSC'85. This would
relieve much confusion and resentment in the future.

Our next coccern deals with the price of cur Basic Text. It is cur opinion
that the price should be reduced to three dollars immediately. If every region
and area cooplies with the VSc'84 request that each area hold a fundraiser for
the benefit of WSC and with the growth of areas and regions the fund flow between
the member and cur World Services should improve dramatically. WSC cannot operate
without funds and it is up to us to provide the funds for our services. VWe should
not be dependant on sales of our literature.

The Tri-State Region has held a fundraiser for the benefit of WSC and has con-
mitted itself to making a monthly doantion to WSC. We feel that all the Regions
should do this.

With a decrease in the price of our Basic Text it wvill become more available to
addicts who cannot afford them and it will help cur Hospitals and Institutions
gubconnitteos to aupply thes to addicts who cannot attend N.A. mestings. The less
expensive our Basic Text is, the more lives it will save. This is our primary
purpose!!!

In loving Service,
TeSeR.S.C.N.Ax

* %k %
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May 24, 1994
TO: All Voting Participanta
W3C (83-84)

FROM: Volunteer Region of Narcotics Anonymous
P.0. Box IS03I4
Nashville, Tennessee 372I5-Q314

Pellow mezbers;

The Volunteer Region, as: a voting region in the World 3arvics
Conferenca 1984, stands in favor of the I.P., An Approach to the
Pourth Step Inventory. We also feal this I.P. should continue ta
be available to meabers within NA, until proper procedures caa be
adhered to, and at such tize as a true group conscieace of the
Pellowship can be obtained, again.

Our grouy conscience is not bdased on the rigntnesa or the
wrongness of this I.P., it is bassd eatirely on the improper re—
poval by ¥SO and the validity of the substibute amotion whica re-
aoved it from circulation. Our Region believes in the faith,
trust, and autnority of a true Group louscience. If tne Fellowsnipn
feela a need to review and revise every previously approved lit-
erature, so be it. 3ut for the W30 to remove this paaphlet we feel
is a direct violation of Group Coascience. The Volunteer Region
also feels this pracedent cannot be tolerated in a spiritual
Pellowship, such 23 Narcotics Anonymous. Our recent inquiry %o
WS0 atated that this pamphlet is removed froam circulation. {Ziclosed
letter from WS0O).

We brought with us a group conscience at ¥SC (83) to approve
this I.P., and it was approved by a majority of the regions present.
We think the Pellowahip has apoken in regards to this I.P. Although
nany mezbers dislike this I.P. tho removal of it has raised pany
questions in our region.

I) Did the motion presented by the WSC Lit. Chair (pg. I4, prelioin-
ary draf$ WSC minutes 83-84) set a procedure to be followed by the
W3SC 83-84? This motion read:

MOTION: (WSC Lit. Chair) seconded(RSR Mid-Atlantic), "that all
literature subnitted to this conference for approval require a 2/3
oajority vota of partfcipants"” AMENDMENT: (RSR Florida) seconded
(WSC Policy Chair), "that it take a 2/3 majority vote at U3C to with-
drav current NA literature from the category of approved literature.”
Motion with omendment carried.

Ag: we roviewed this motion another question was raised: is it
correct to say that an smendment i3 to be included into the language
of the main motion? With the passage of this admended mo%ion, we
established procedures which this coanference would abide by. Now
having established procedures by which to both approve and withdraw
any and all literature brought to the floor, we move to our other
point in question. The substitue motion (pg. 33, preliminary drafs
W30 minutes 83-84) motioned by the(WSC Lit. Chair), seconded (W3iZ
Trustee), "that the 4th Step Guide be evaluated by the Literature
Reviev Comzittee and input sent to the World Lit. Cogmitiee and a
revised draft should théa oroceed through the review and approval
process as outlined in the procedurzl guidelines for the creation
and development of new literaturs. The 4th Step Guide be rezoved
from eirculation while the process is occuring.”
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The substitute motion carried..

2) Again we question the validity of this motion. We foel it

failed, the reason being that procedure was set on pg. I4 pertzining
to the approval and withdrawvl of any NA literature, stating that
either action (approve or withdraw) requires a 2/3 aajority of voting
participanta. In conclusion, the substitute motion removing the 4th
Step Guide failed. In procedures already established it would take

a 2/3 majority of voting participants to remove it aad 25 voies of

yes does not constitute 2/3 majority. We believe resoval froc

circulation of this I.P. by the WSO was both premature and without
the direction of WSC.





