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NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS

~

A CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

June 1953: Six people met at Sun Vallasy, California for
the purpose of organizing the first "AA-NA"
group. The Twelve Steps and Twelve Tradi-
tions of Alcoholics Anconymous were adapted
for use by the group from the very begin-
ning. Between mid-June and September 14,
1953, this original "governing" or "steer-
ing" committee held varicus meetings for the
purpose of writing by-laws.

September 14, 1953: After checking with the Alcoholics Anony-
- mous General Service Office, the committee
voted to change the name from San Fernando
Valley AA-NA to "Narcotics Anonymous."

September 21, 1953: The committee met one last time to iron out
details for the first N.A. meeting.

October 5, 1953: The first meeting was held in facilities
' rented from the local Salvation Army Dad's
Club, Sun Valley, California. Seventeen
people attended thdt first meeting.- These
original members made a commitment to con-
tinue for one year, agreeing that one re-
covery would be "significant."

1956 ({(or later) The first N.A. (unofficial) publication,
"Narcotics Anonymous," was printed. This
was a brief (eight-page) information pam-
phlet containing the "20 Questions," a
brief outline of N.A., the Twelve Steps and
the addresses of groups at Studio City and
San Diego, California.

November 1959: N.A., per se, disbanded briefly. It was al-
most immediately revived by several original
members. The early years cf N.A. were a
period of slow growth.

1960: Entering the new decade, N.A. again entered
a period of crisis. The Fellowship was
still in a state of slow growth. During
the early 1960's only four groups contributed
"to support of a general service office. All
in California, they were at STudio City,
Hollywood, Burbank and Los Angeles.
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1963:

1967:

February 1968:

MarLuvLius ANLDYMOUsS, " was published without
stories.

In order to insure unity of purpose, the gen-
eral membership in faliforniz octoklizhal a
Board of Trustees. A literature sub-committee
was established as part of the service arm of
the Board of Trustees.

The new white book with stories and a white
cover was printed.

The Board of Trustees was expanded in size.

Volume I of the Voice appeared.

Because of continued growth, the limited
capacity cf the Board of Trustees to ade-
guately cocrdinate a unified "world" eifort
nd freguent regional conflicts, a decision
was made by the Board of Trustees and the
general membership to establish a central
office. This central office was to function
as a clearing house, rather than a legis-
lative body.

As a result, the Parent Service Committee
of Narcctics Anonymous was created.

Sept. 1970 = 1u th & Roosevelt, Philadelphia, PA

197-1971:

July 23, 1971:

November 5,

November 6,

November 15,

1871:

18712

18971:

The name, Parent Service Committee of Nar-
cotics Anonymous, was changed to Narcotics
Anonymous Central Office Committes.

The Beard of Trustees auvthorized a central
office.

The first "world" convention was held at
LaMirada Country Club, LaMirada, California.
The convention ran November 5 through Novem-
ber 7.

At a business meeting during the world con-
venticn, the general membership voted to
elect a Narcotics Anonymous business manager
with a "formal" office. Various problems
followed the establishment of a business <
manager/business office--primarily money.
There were inadequate resources to pay the
manager and he was unable to serve without

pay-

The financial statement for the general ser-
vice office for January 15, 1971 through
November 15, 1971, reported income received
from groups in Georgia, Nevada, Colorado
and Idaho, as well as California.




December 13, 1871: The Narcotics Ancnymous Central Office Com~
mittee announced by letter the firm decision
to open a "world central office: in January
18372,

January 1972: The world central office opened at 2335
Crenshaw Blvd., Los Angeles, CAi,

Fabryary 15, 1972: The Board of Trustees authorized by letter
the publication in hardback cf an N.A. book
on recovery--not yet written.

Octeober 23, 1973: The first Area Service Committee, the San
Fernandc Valley (CA) A.S5.C., was created.

st. Johns Hospital, Salina,Xansas

& T
2UG. 1472 » Two meetings in Wichita, Kansas {(underground)
Sept. 1672 ¥ Friday Night Divine Providence Eospital,Williamsport, BA
1272 >¢ CARP T.C. , West Palm Beach, Florida
1973- 1982 ~ §ST.Joseph Hospital,cullen Family Building, znd Ificvor cafetariz,

Eouston,Texas. .
Oldest meeting Wednesday nights 1872 (EeI Meeting)

We now have 43 meetings a week and more to come but I hops

we can get an Area Service Comm.
SO0 s - we need help.......

& Regional Service started
1973- 1974 ¥ Cedar Falls, Iowa

November 1974: Following moves to 1346 Highland Ave., Los
Angeles; a room in the Suicide Prevention
Center, Ios Angeles; a room above a bail
bonding company on Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys:
the World Service Office was moved to its
present location in Sun Valley.

Following the move to Sun Valley, it was
discovered that several boxes of records
and cther historical data had been lost.

Prior to the move to Sun Valley, the name
had been officially changed from World
Central Office to World Service Office.

1974 & Miami Little River Club
May 1975 # 16 & Otoe, Lincoln, NE First meeting,still going.
Aug. 1975 ¥ Sunday Night, Chicago, IL

1875 » Bay City, MI

1975~ 1976 ¥ Topeca, Kansas meeting still going.
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Womens Pen., York, Nebraska meeting felded




Aug.

Aug.

Sept

November

15, 1975: At the Calitornlia Service Lolniereilic, ariuywu s
Grande, CA, the first "N.A. Tree" was /.
accepted for publication. In addition, the
California Service ctonference authorized
publication of a World Director.

November 17, 1975: The "N.A. Tree" was published. This publi-
cation is the parent Service manual of
Narcotics Anonymous.
January 7, 1976: The Board of Trustees accepted the "N.A.
_ Tree" as an official N.A. publication.
1376 « First NA meeting in Australiia ai South Yarva.
Celebrated First Anniversary Aug.20,1977.
May 1978 Last meeting of this group at South Yarra, moved
to Carlton than to Melbcurne.
1976 ¥ Sat. nights, Fawkner Park Community Health Certre, Melbourne,
2Australia
. 1976 x Ann R's , Milwaukee, WI

1976- 19277 x

1976-

1976~

Ash Street Group, Wichita, XS.
Group started in P,0,'s office with P.0O. there.
"Razbbit Meetings" here and there at churches by 1978.
Estabilished clubhouse in 19%77.
1976 meeting still going strong.

1876 * Norman, Oklahoma. still going
1876 % John Deer Tractor Company, Inc. sent a person to Linceoln,KE
to f£ind out azbout NA. *—{ John O'Malley )
1976 o+ Waterloo, Iowa meeting stiil going.
August 28, 1976: The first foreign language (Spanish)} publi-
cation was authorized. This was followed
by a Cerman translation in late 1976, early
1977.
October 24, 1976: At the general business meeting of the

1976 =

19277« The Arch (halfway house) , Omaha,

1677 ~

Ventura County Convention, Ventura, CA, three
major decisions were rendered: an "N.A.
Tree" Committee was established to revise

and republish that pamphlet; the gualifica-
tions for Trustee as they now exist were
established; and the decision for a "World
Service Conference” was made.

Grand Island, Nebraska
also O'Neele & Norfolk, NE but meetings folded

N
Message received from Lincoln NA

Lincoln,Grand Island, Omaha, Council Bluffs,& Topeka ;
Two day learning confercnce to study NA service structure
The NA Tree,set up a structure.
Each state set up an area—- Nebraska, Iowa, & Kansas
Formed the Mid-West Region.
In 1980, At the World Convention in Wichita, Missouri &
Oklahoma asked toc jein this region.



November 13,

1976: The “"first" World Service Conference was held
at ventura, Ca.

January 25, 1977: The World Service Office was incorporated.

April} 17, 1977: The first Regiocnal Service Committee, the

July 1877:

November 1977: 1rne "second” w.5.C. was held in coajunctio

November

Southern California R.S5.C., was created.

The first "N.A. Newsletter" outside Cali-
fornia (Kansas ) began publication.

n

with the Seventh World Conventicn at San
Francisco.

The conference was cancelled due to lack
of quorum as defined by the "N. A. Tree.”
Only three people showed for the conference.

11, 1977;: The Board of Trustees predicted by letter

that the next two or three years would held
greater growth for the Fellowship than that
of the preceding twenty-five years.

Daramhey 1677 Two more "N.A. Newsleiters" appeared out-

side California, in Gecrgia and Pennsylvania.

During this‘period, through early 1978,
printed copies of the white book were in short
supply, and groups were furnished emergency

photoceopies.

Kearney, Nehraska

5 Years stvong
so-onerative Prograas
Men's work-release progran
One~on-one sponsorship
Iastitutions
Lincoln General ifospitsl
Irdependence Center
y Ft. Lauderdale. St. Frarncis Yission
172 ¥ First Y,A. meeting started at PePaul Hospital (Instituation}
"hat is now called the Store Tree reeting at DePaul Hospital on
Tuesday night. Started by Kathe . from San Franeiseo N.A.
-, February 1978: W.S.0. assumed publication of the Voice.
April 1, 1978 The "third" World Service Conference (the

first a= it is now known) opened at Van Nuys,
CA. The basic concepts of world service and
the World Service Conference as they now
exist were fo*mulated at this two-day con-
ference. . ¥

The Literature Commit*ee as it exists today
WEas astabli:hed at. this .confarence.




Oct . 9478

Umes = b=
Hnousoon,

Dallas TX Tuesday Night
25th Anniversary of M.A.

Texas

Ist World fonvention held outside of Calf.

VA Hospital

1978 _ East Orange %J )
Raton Rouge LA Fridasy Might Candle Light
1975 jv79 ¥ Poulder f1 Boulder CO 2020 2ist
Fe -
Feb. j479 ¢ Greater Mpw Orlears Friday gro:p ©:00 P
sareh 1479 % Day by Day Group Allentown PA Little Apple Avea
1073 ¥ Mother Group Vashville T

April

zavly 1979

May 19, 1979:

July

1979 &

-August 26, 1879

'October 6-7,

Apr11 28=29,, X879z,
; . _Angeles,

Youngstown froup
First ASC Using tha M,A, Tree
ASC Address

a ferenc

1979:. .-

ki A ZA*tending the conferenca wera a total of
“thirty-£five membexrs from Kansas, Ohio,

f,Nebraska, Georgla
“and erglni

" "Mainline began publication.

The World Service Conference, meeting in Los
directed the Literature Committee
to conduct a World Literature Conference

for the purpose of tollecting material to
write an "N.A. book on recovery.'

The groundwork for a World Literaturs Con-

{erence was laid at a meeting in Atlanta, GA.

S mha ntnn-nhp- ﬂnmm44-+nn:vcr:i-hg '.'un'r"iﬂ Tit=-

g o4 cering gomiotes

erature. Con‘ererce .meeting in: Atlanta,
tatlvely scheduled” the‘conference fo“
W;chlta_“in'»he fally A

ten='

Youngstown OH Original M.A. Group
Greater Yew Orleans
T.0. Box [0A4
New Orleans,lLA
(5“&) 945- ]564
Tbe conference commlttee ‘in Wichita held
the first, plarnzn sess;on for tha con-’

70186

The f1rst W. L o Was held at Wichxta KS.

al'

fornia, Tennessee"

., .This conferen¢e establ*shed an inltlal style.
- guidefor the D*‘onosed ‘book and began the
. task oft cataloguinc hunéres ‘of pages of
‘material “submitted by+the Fellowship world-

wide. The Wichita conference staff guide

"was later ad}ted and released in pamphlet
. form, as -"The’Handbook for Narcotlcs Enony-
fmous L‘ erature Commz tea

'In addzt;on to prellmlnary work on the

* basic text, the Wichita conference estab-
.lished general guidelines for the Litera-
‘ture Committee concerning the need for a
treasury, ways and means of raising money,

_ the need for area newsletters and guidelines

for publication, and sxpanding and improving

"the I.P..library. =~ .

f"‘

(O-
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Respective of the basic texit, the con-
ference proposed a Fellowship-wide effo
that would be an N.A. work--not a supule~
ment to the A.A. big book. Guidelines for
collecting material were established. Of
62 proposed topics of material to be in-
cluded, 535 topics were accepted. Fourteen
chapter outlines were preoposed and twelve

were adopted.

More than 508 man-hours of &
the Wichita Conference.

1980: ° The second W.L.C. was held at the Linceln
Federal Building, Lincoln, NB. Attending
this conference were thirty-six members from -
Georgia, Pennsylvania, Ohio, British Colum-
bia and Oregen.

Sept. 8-12,

The meeting opened with a background report
on the growth and-development of literature.
Five achievable goals were proposed for the
conference: esiablish an outline of chapter
__headings; inventory materials collected;

collate material intc ocutline form; select
material ready for print; and determine fur-
ther material needed.

The first goal was tentatively achieved on
day one when the assembly, reporting back
from workshop. adepted a ten-chapter out-
line with additional preface, introduction,
dedication, personal stories and appendix.

Beginning with day two, the actual sorting
of material began. Due to the large volume
of materials, each chapter was subdivided in
various categories. By the end of day three
the inventory and sorting process had pro-
duced an initial draft of "Chapter One" ready
for rewrite. By the end of day four, the

ten chapters had been divided into nearly 100
sub-headings.

Prior to the end of the conference on day five,
the various workshops had sorted through hun-
dreds of pages of raw material and had pro-
duced 511 sheets cf paste-up material, the,
genesis of the book. These 511 sheets were
the basic outline of a rough draft. O0Of 42
pages of paste-up devoted to Chapter One,

six final "rough draft" sheets were set

aside as the "first draft."™ The conference
ended with a bock in recognizable form.




January 31 -
rebruary G, :

The members at the Lincoln corference worked
around the clock during the last three days
of the assembly. Mocre than 1100 man-hours
of labor went into this conference.

" The third W.L.C. was held on campus at

Memnhi= State University, Memphis, TN. The
conference opened with 27 pecople trom & states
in attendance. The initial meeting of this
conference established two goals: complete
the final draft of the N.A. book; and submit
the approved text to the Fellowship as a whole
two months prior to May 1, 1981, the date of
the World Convention, with final approval for
a hardback publication to be sought at the

Los Angeles convention.

Day two of the conference began with a con-
sensus on workshop guidelines, It was de=-

cided by group conscious to divide into
----- and to put. each rchapter through

smaller yroups and 1
more than one workshop. It was also decided

to "workshop" one chapter at a time until a
final draft was achieved.

Beginning with day two, the assembly began
daily contact with the local areas. Members
in various areas and regions were located to
accept long distance calls for the purpose

of further input, as well as to solicit funds.

From day one, January 31, through day nine,
February 8, the conference worked nearly
around the clock in shifts. Each line in

every paragraph, on each page of every chap-
ter went through several grou-conscious work-
shops before reaching "final typing." Chap-
ters were rewritten, revised, expanded, cut

and edited several times. WNot all of the

final effort was done at Memphis. One chapter
was roughed out in California and air-expressed
to Memphis. One chapter travelled to Ohio with
a cocmmittee member, and was re-written on the
plane back from OChio to Memphis. Long distance
calls were made from coast to coast to verify
input, assemble new data and to collect stories.

Some of the chapters were found to be in an
acceptable first draft stage, based on the
work performed at Lincoln. One chapter was
incomplete through day six of the Memphis
conference. "



§
%

February 9, 1981:

February 27, 1981:

e S

During the course of the Meomphisc conference,

more than 70 pecple from 13 states were in
actual attendance at some time during the
nine days. In addition, dozens more members
from coast to coast were consulted by tele-
phone and contributed either by phone, mail
or air express.

At Memphis alone, more than 4,500 man-hours
were expendsd in the various stages of
writing, rewriting, assembling and finzl
compilation. Nine typewriters, two photo-
copiers, three cassette players, two tele-
phones and a dictaphone were kept in almost
continuous use; and more than 20,000 sheets
of paper were used to produce 200 pages of
basic text.

The Memphis conference ended and the files,
eguipment and now-approved text of the re-
view copy were moved to a local member's
home. A small group of committee members
from Kansas, Ohlo, Georgia, California, and
Tennessee remeined to carry out the confer-
cnce dirgctive to have Lile wurk printed and

assembled for mailing.

The members from Georgia, California, Kansas
and Ohio eventually returned home and the

few dedicated members from Tennessee con-
tinuved working around the clock to coordi-
nate efforts with the stenographer and printer.
This group remained in constant telephone con-—
tact with commitiee members from Georgia,
California, Oregon and Ohio.

The eleventh hour efforts of the group in
Memphis included dozens of telephone czlls

to Georgia, Oregon, California, Missouri and
other areas, as well as miles of driving from
the work area to the stenographer to the
printer; lengthy visits with a lawyer (for
copyright of the review copy)} ané post office
(for mailing permits); trips to Western

Union to collect money orders and to the

bank for deposits; the slow, tedious task of
proofreading and final assembly of 1200
copies; and the actual addressing and mail-
ing of the review copy to the Fellowship w&rld-
wide,

The review copy is mailed.

1342 We formed our first Sub-Committee, RZI
% Only these two neetings are desigrated 18I
The o=ly major functions we have had is each yesar, Feh.,
we celebrate our anniversary with an out of towr speaker. We

evening.

raffled &« TV/Radio met a~l this yeir, two books and tapes of the
Greater New Crleans
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