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INTRODUCTION 

This Fellowship Report contains the rincipal work to be 
considered at the World Service Conference-meet±ng- 1n April 1985. 
It includes two complete proposed handbooks, several pamphlets a 
considerable number of separate motions and informative reports 
of work in progress. This represents thousands of hours of 
effort by trusted servants of the Fellowship in their collective 
efforts to provide the Fellowship with the tools and policies 
that will make the Fellowship more effective in carrying the 
message of recovery to the still suffering addict. 

The Fellowship has matured considerably during the past year in 
our ability to accomplish these administrative tasks and in the 
ability to produce quality tools for Fellowship consideration. 
The work presented here is, however, just the beginning. Next 
year, and probably each year after, the Committees of the 
Conference will produce more books, handbooks, pamphlets and 
motions for consideration and approval by the Fellowship. We are 
making up for years that these tools were talked about, but were 
not produced. 

Copies of this have been mailed directly to all Conference 
participants and Regional Service Committees for their use and 
study. They may elect to make copies for their area committees 
and groups or copies can be obtained directly from the World , 
Service Office. In order to expedite distribution of this G'oDV\ 
Report, the Office will accept phone orders for this publication ! 5 
.Q.Illy, during the next sixty days. Invoices will be sent along C:P ~~ 
with each phone order received. ..f16V" 

In the lower right hand corner of each page is the number for 
each page of this Fellowship Report. Some of the items in this 
repo~t are complete works (H & I Handbook, for example) and they 
have .separate page numbers for that publication which are shown 
as the number centered at the end of the page. The index on the 
previous page reports the page numbers in the right hand corner. 
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16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
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1. .. l ~~) 
To the Fellowship: --'./'1WH';~l 

/ 

... 

The material included in this report is a compilation of the 
work that has been accomplished since the annual meeting of the 
Conference last Spring. You will find all of the work that has 
been proposed for adoption at WSC'85, along with information on 
the work in progress of the WSC standing subcommittees. Before 
the Conference, these items should be studied by all WSC 
participants to better prepare them for the annual meeting. 

On January 5, 1985, a meeting was held by the wsc 
Aaministration Committee and the b · chairpersons at 
the WSO to exchange information regarding the performance of each 
committee, to discuss ideas about the upcoming Conference and 
present the reports contained in this packet. It was at this 
meeting, that several issues were presented for consideration 
pertaining to the operation of the committees. The following 
motions were adopted as a result of those deliberations, by 
unanimous consent, to be presented to the Conference for 
approval. 

1. Amend the Temporary Working Guide by adding on page 38 a 
paragraph 10, of the section entitled THE SUBeOMMITTE~S OF THE 
WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE ARE GUIDED BY THE FOLLOWING: "In the 

0 event of the resignation of the WSC Subcommiffee Chairperson, the {) 
~ C Administration Committee shall make the decision regarding I 

~I ..,/ the ~ost appropr1ate - person to serve as Chairperson Pro-tern until 
~~ the next WSC, drawing on the experie ce nowledge, and level of 
........:. ~ ability of said committees' members. In the event of resignation 
~ "!J of a WSC Subcommittee Vice-Chai person, the committee members 
~t:" shall elect an individual to serve out the remaining term as 
~ b Vice-Chairperson pro-tern and actively serve in that position 
~\JV until the next WSC. " ~ 

Concept of propo_.9 ed-mot-i-OJ:l: This motion has been an accepted ~\\ 5~,\-\ 
practice of the Committees j when faced with the resignation of a 

-~ 
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duly elected trusted servant of the Conference. However, it 
would give clear direction to those involved of the procedure to 
be followed when faced with the resignation of a Conference 
trusted servant. (the Conference as a whole is the only body 
which can elect crusted servants on a permanent basis, these are 
temporary assignments) • 

2. Amend the Temporary Working Guide page 38, by adding 
paragraph tll, of the section entitled ·THE StiBeeMMITTEES OF THE 
WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE ARE GUIDED BY THE FOLLOWING:~That the 
Administrative Committee, all suocommittees of the WSC, and the 
WSB, submit annual budgets for approval by the Conf~ence. The Af~ 
budget should include line-item projected expenses.~The utl.-

ubcommittee chairpersons shall be allowed the flexibility to 
re-adjust line item allocations within their budget throughout 
the year according to actual expenses, u on writ en consent of 
the ma'orit of the WSC Administration Committee C The overal 

udget shall inc u e a reserve fund w icn y be allocated by 
the WSC Administration Committee to ahy of the committees or 
boards, wnen unforseen expenses cause that committee or board to 
exceed its projected budget." 

Concept of proposed motion: This allows for the reallocation of 
funds on an as-needed basis as they arise during the year when 
the Conference is not in session. For insta nce, when a · -
committee ' s expenditures are below its approved budget in one 
line item (travel) and the committee needs some of those funds in 
another line item (postage/supplies), they can draw on the excess 
funds, remain within the total budget, and continue the necessary 
work of the committee. The second part of the motion would allow, 
if available, the committees access to a reserve fund when and if 
the need arises. 

In a separate report to be sent to WSC voting participants, 
the actual agenda, registration forms and other pertinent 
information will be presented. This will include a detailed list 
of all World Service sted e o 'tions to be filled at 
the Conference and ualif ications f r nomination alon ith 
guidelines and suggestions for RSR's to ai t em in their 
prepara io. ecause o e vast amount of informa -ion 
or coming, it may be spaced out over a period of time, to allow 

for better comprehension in easily digestable pieces. 
Additional copies of this report are available through the WSO at 
a nominal fee to those regions or areas desiring additional 
copies. 

As we approach the upcoming Conference, one thing has clearly 
stood out among the many issues we have encountered this past 
year working together. The principle of unanimous consent guided 
many of the committees with whom I had the privelege of working. 
They too~ the time to find out why there was dissent among the 
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participating members, often incorporating language in the 
drafts, so everyone could agree with the adopted language. 
sense of unity prevailed and the experience touched us all. 

final 
A 

The considerat:on of both sides of the issues presented in 
this Fellowship Report is very necessary for a clear 
understanding of them. Our future success depends on it. 

Yours in loving service, 
I remain, 

George Hollahan 
WSC Chairman'84-85 
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The following is input received by the WSC Administrative 
Commit ee through RSR's from around the Fellowship. They are 
included here for informational purposes and channelled to the 
appropriate WSC Subcemmittee for consideration. When the \ 
committees report to the Conference, they will discuss the · ~J_,,' 
results of their deliberations, at which time they may choose to C-0.~ o~ 
introduce any of the following motions. The RSR from the region r~~ ~~~ 
submitting the input (may introduce the motion if the committee f4~ 
does not. So the inpu should b~ considered as ,possible -motions 
at the upcoming Conference and therefore be included i n your 
discussions along with the rest of this report. 

0. !~;ia o~!~v~~=' ~o~~e;~~~~= ~~:.!'~ip~~;s at the ( ok- . \ (-_ 

~/1 2. 
\.'It-\ ~ 

~~\)\~~~'\ 
\~,~~3 : 
¥~ . 
¥i-~CJ c· 
¥~ s. 

~ 
~\f.>/\ 
~-

That bulk purchases of literature by N.A. Service 
Off ices be given discounts so that they may be 
partially self-supported through literature sales. 
N\~---t~ - V\0 

That guidelines be developed for opening and 
operating a service off ice. This could be done . 0~ 
by either a elect committee or the polic committee. [ 00 \_cN-L~~ 

°l"'\.b--Y I ft - ~ e_ S I._) 

That the WSC International Affairs SuBcommiffee be ~\) 
eliminated, with its duties being continued by our 
World Serx ice Off ice. 

V\/\"'-"1'<..1-\ -\\o 
That a poll be taken of all voting participants of 
of WSC-85 which will obtain the following 
information: Does the servant have the suggested 
length of recovery time for their service position? 
If not; how long had each person been clean when they 
initially became trusted servants at the world 
service level? How many years experience at the 
group, area, and regional level did each WSC voting 
participant have prior to entering world service? The 
results of this poll can be used to take inventory as 
a Fellowship of whether qr not we are meeting our own 
suggested guidelines. 1"'"r.....,. 1 !. t-tv. - V\o 

6. That the primary responsibilty fo + producing and 
~eveloping literatu~e be placed with the World 
Service Off ice under the guidance of the World 
Service Board of Trustees; that the Office be 
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instructed to utilize professional writing expertise; 
and that the responsibilty for approval. of literature 
remain with the group conscience of Narcotics 
Anonymous as expressed through its Wc· ~·ld Service 
Conference. 

7. That the form entitled "The Group Treasury Report 
()'<'---(- ,,~ (see attached) be included in I.P.118 The Starter Kit 

~\;'\f'' or at least be approved for sale to the Fellowship. 

~/\lse..c\ +o ~ 't'-'-duo~ - IA-U--0~ 
lfV\, \. v--.- o---..-- tJV--O cA L ~cc.-.. + l o , __ u( (} R___ ~ 

~ l ~ Ccs~--\--v~c\~0~ ~ ~°'-~ 
30\0~\~ 7 

\5W"' ~ ~\~ 
~~ \~ ~ '- iv? \ ~ ' ~ ,- *ll' / '\ 

.(,, 
-..j " '\J"\)-, 
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THE GROUP TREASURY REPORT 

MONTHLY MEETING RECORD FOR: 

BALANCE FROM LAST MONTH $ 

Sc c r ct ary Representative 

Phone Number Phone ~Jumber 

WEEKLY REPORTS 

Date Newco.mers 
C CA \ " P' rSI>~' 

Lc.i er · Attendance (Total) 

Financial Credits Collection $ 
Old Balance $ 

Other Income 
Income 

Total Income. 
Sub Total 

Debts Rent 
Expenses 

Refreshments 
New Balance 

Total Expenses 

D<.ttC Newcomers 

Le.icier Attendance (Total) 

Financial Credits Collection $ 
Old B<.tlancc $ 

Other Income 
Income 

Total Income 
Sub Total 

Debts 
Expcn;cs 

Rent 

New Balance 
Refreshments 

Total Expenses 

D.itc Newcomers 

Leader Attendance (Total) 

Financial Credits Collection $ 
Old Balance $ 

Income 
Other Income 

Sub Total 
Total Income 

Expenses 
Debts Rent 

New Balance 
Re freshmen ts 

Total Expenses 
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Date 

Leader 

Date 

Leader 

Old Balance $ ____ _ 

Income 

Sub Total 

Expenses 

New Balance 

Old Balance $ ____ _ 

Income 

Sub Total 

Expenses 

New Balance 

WEEKLY REPORTS 

Newcomers 

Attendance (Total) 

Financial Credits Collection $ -----­

Other Income 

Debts 

Total Income 

Rent 

Refreshments 

Total Expenses 

Newcomers 

Attendance (Total) 

Financial Credits Collection $ _____ _ 

Other Income 

Debts 

MONTHLY REPORT 

Total Income 

Rent 

Refreshments 

Total Expenses 

This report should be turned in at the month ~~~Meeting by the group representative. 

Date of meeting 

Total Attendance 

Newcomers 

1• 

Monthly Finances 

Final Weekly Balance 

·""9onation to w-:3 . . 

Donation to~ l\-5C.. 

Literature Expense 

Balance Forward 

7 • 



WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 

Rep~rt to the Fellowship: 
From wsc-vc '84-85 

Dear Members of the Fellowship, 
We are quickly approaching our World Service Conference and 

we have a lot of work yet to do. Our subcommittee , as a whole, 
completed a large amount of material to be sent out for your 
review. · ~ 

The International Affairs Committee Chairperson has resigned ) 
and I have been appointed to act as chairperson pro-tern until 
April. We had an ad-hoc coJD.mittee meeting in New York City on 
December 8, 1984, to establish a dire~tion. As it stands, we've 
pulled together to proceed with our recommendations from WSC '84, 
to set up lines of communication with those fellowships outside 
the Continental U.S. and encourage participation at WSC '85. 

The WSC Policy Committee is sending out some questions about 
defining a group conscience and defining a trusted servant. This 
committee needs to generate input from the Fellowship so I 
encourage you to complete the questionaire. Our World Literature 
Committee is putting out review material and some motions to be 
brought to the floor of the Conference. 

The WSC H&I committee is distributing a revised handbook and 
a new pamphlet entitled "Hospitals, Institutions and You" for 
consideration for approval. 

The World Public Information Committee has been very active 
this year and is working on development of public service 
announcements for radio and T.V. The P.I. census information j 
will be available at the conference and the committee began a 
hotline/helpline draft but the WSC P.I. Committee needs input. 
Any input for this handbook may be sent to the WSC P.I. 
Committee, at the WSO. The WSC Finance committee has proposed a 
Treasurers Handbook for your consideration and possible approval. 
They're having a meeting in Georgia on February 17 and 18, 1985, 
and then again in Allentown , PA, on March 1 and 2, 1985. The 
World Convention Committee has developed a handbook about 
conventions which is enclosed for Fellowship consideration. 
There are several different plans for the disbursement of surplus 
funds, site selection and bidding procedures. If there are any 
questions contact the committee through WSO. 

The WSC Administrative Committee and WSC subCOmmiftees have 
generated numerous proposals for the coming year. My concern is 
that, as a group conscience of the Fellowship, we don't make any 
impulsive decisions, that we review the material with an open 
mind and carefully consider the recommendations. 

8. 
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Another issue of some concern is the commitment of active ~ 
participants of wsc, particularly the RSRs' participation in the J 

\ s anaing subcommittee of the World Service Conference. We have 
n awesome amoun of work to do to see that future generations of 

addicts walking through these doors will find the recov ~ry we 
have found in this program. The reality that no addict need ever 
die seeking recovery must be brought out more, with money, 
property and prestige put far back in the picture. The work we 
have begun is far from completed so we need the active 
participation from the RSR's and their alternates. 

I'm asking the upcoming conference participants to please 
consider which subcommittee they would like to get involved in 
and to remember that this is a yearly commitment. You will be 
receiving a form before the conference in which to reply to the 
adminfstrative committee concerning which subcommittee you would 
prefer to serve on ; Please list your priorties and respond to 
the WSC Administrative Committee in care of WSO. 

This year has been a learning experience for me that I can 
never fully express. I've gotten a very different view and 
concept of Narcotics Anonymous as a whole. For me, the whole 

. philosophy of N.A. will be kept alive through the dedication I 
have had the priviledge to observe and be a part of. The · 
gratitude I have in my heart will be with me forever, one day at 
a time. I would like to express my thanks and love to you, my 
Fellowship, for allowing me to serve you. 

Itzp 
Leah Goo.drich, Vice Chair 
wsc 84-85 

9. 



WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

Interest - Checking Account 

l n t er·· e ~:; t Daily Income Account 

Donc:>.t ions: 

1~L.ABAMi:1 :: \ Co ~.b < ~ 
Northwest Fl or i de:>. Reep or1 ti ) 
Central Alabama Area 

ALASKA: 
Al ask.::~ Ar-ea 

r~F\ I ZClNi~: 
Ar-izona Regional S.C. 

c1:11_ I F"DFiN I ?l: 
~Jor-ther··n i:;.:eg ion al ~;: . C. 
Northern East Bav Area S.C. 
Southern Regional 5.C. 
CE' r1 t. r · ,:t 1 !:> 1 et·· 1·· .:-. 

Monter-a v /Salinas 
!:><:1c r· <:1men t c 
San Francisco Area S.C. 
Sonoma Area S.C. 
Stockton Area S.C. 
Tri N1te Thousand Oal~ 
:as Dolores St.Grouo 

crn\JNETT 1 CUT: 
New C~en er- a.ti on 

FL.OFi I D?l: 
Florida Are:-. 
Fiei_Jl<Jnal !::.c:. 
Bav Ar-ea 
B1~1 dc;J<?. Eir-oup 
Gables Connection 
Ei,:1111 !:iv :i 11 P C 1 e,:ir1 [:!·· ou::: 

-Gof d. Coast Ar· ea 
NE!i,.o/ Ho1-:1::cm Gr-CJu;::· 
Orlando Area S.C. 

$ 118. 83 

:::.El6 Jl 1. 

~3C)(). (:1(:1 

:~!). (> (; 

15() . '· ·.(\ 

$ 3. 5 l '7'. 3::: 
•j; 1 • 62<;:•. (> •) 

f=· 1 " 5 7 5 . ( H) 

10.(i(i 

l !) • ( .11) 

-= 1 • OU 

$ 7:3~:: 
.. . ,_ 

!f (~l=j :S .. ... 
· ·- ·"'· 

·$ 1 1 C"t..7 

- ~) ·--· 
1: Lf •'./ ~:.;c: 

$ ::::: 1+ . 0 0 
1: :::u ( j ( ) 

$ ::::: c i ( 
.. 
)( ) . - -

i 2(> ( -)( ) 
$ 1 OB 1 c:· . ~· 
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F'.a:l m Cocnst Ar""e.:i. 
Rapped Tight 
Seneni tv Gro1.1c: 
Strength ~ Serenity 
Uptown Friday Nite Group 

GEORGIA: 
Georgia Regional S.C. 

ILLINOIS: 
Mid Coast Region 

INDIANA: 
M.C.R.S.C. 

IOWA: 
Okaloosa Group 

LOLI IS fANiC~: 
Northshore Area S.C. 
Northshore H.& I. 
Louisiana Reqional S.C. 

MAR't'LAl,~LJ: 

Baltimore Area S.C. 

" 

Cent1·,:d Marvland Area S.C. 
CheEaoeake/Potomac R.S.C. 

MEMBERS: 

MICHIGAN: 
Central Great Lske Regional S.C. 

MI SSCll.JFi l : 
C.A.G. Group 
M1d-Amer1ca Convention 
Sho~·~ Me Region 
Hi9h on Life P1cn1c 

NEVADA: 
Northern Ar~a S.C. 

', We~tern State~ Un1tv Convention 

NE~J JEF:SEY: 
Mid-Atlantic Reg1cnal S.C. 
I'll?~ All Season!:; Mar:l n.:;, 

NEW MEXICO: 
Regional S.C. 
Friday Night in Sante Fe Grou~ 
Natural High Group 

NEW YOFW:: 
Real People Group 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

7 :l • 00 
10.00 
39 .-(1(1 

11. 00 
25. (1(1 

732.87 

445.25 

131.20 

2.57 

50.00 
3(1.1)(1 

70.63 

500.00 
1 (I(>• (>(I 

800.00 

$ . 564.•~-4 

$ 60.00 

$ 45.00 
$ 31)(). (>(> 

$ 500.00 
!I: 1. 250. (l(l 

$ 1,650.00 
t 957. :ro 

$ 

!I: 

$ 

335. <)0 
21. •l6 

651.30 
50. (>(I 

33.14 

23.00 
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Region.al S.C. 
Nassau & Sufflock Area H.~ I. 
N.Y. Metro North Area S.C. 
208 Gay Group 

NOF\ TH CAROL I NA~ 
Asheville Area S.C. 
Regional S.C. 
Steepin Out Group 

Ol<LAHOMA: 
F'eac:e o.f Mind Group 
Ol"'i gi nal Group 
Oklahoma Campout Committee 

OHIO: 
M.V.A.S.C.N.A. -

PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION: 
Eugene Area S.C. '-
Everett Area S.C. 1 
Regional S.C. 
Nol"'th Puget Sound 
Pacific: Northwe5t Convention 

PENN!:iYL VAN I A; 
Greater Philadelphia R.s.c. 
Tri State Regional S.C. 
Sunday Night Step Group 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Free Life Group 

TEX1=~S: 

Best Little Region in Texas 
El Pa~o Area S.C. 
Lone Star Regional S.C. 
Step Group, Fort Worth 
Texas N.A. Unity Conference 

TENNESSEE: 
~hA. Area 

WEST VIRGINIA: 
Tygart Valley Area S.C. 

WISCONSIN: 
New Beginning5 

~J. !:; • c. 191~2-83 

w •. s. C-. Photoc:opvi ng 
'" 

WORLD CONVENTION #13 

$ 
$ 
$" 

$ 

$ 
!f; 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

!f 
$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

!t 

700. r:>O 
520. OC> 

45.(>0 
50.00 

41.75 
300.~~o 

12.00 

100.00 
50. EiO 

250.00 

25.00 

50.00 
63. 47' 

265.00 
100.00 
155. t~J(-~ 

800.UU 
3(u:~. i:: < 
50. C..ll.) 

25.00 

61. OC• 
C:'O. (i(• 

100.()0 
2::~ I()() 

19'7'. 0(1 

100.uo 

21.~:t) 

20.00 

-:r • '.2 lf:! .1:~4 I 

43.55 

140 .00 
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TOTAL REVENUE from April 30th to December 31st ..•..... $32.634.00 

EXF'ENSE:!:; : 

\Ad~,; n i Etc ati. on Committee: 
Tra v el 

. Telephone , Cop y ing etc. 

Con vention Committee: 
Telephone. Copying etc. 
T1· · .:; v i~:t 

-
Finance Committee: 

Tele~hone. Copying etc. 

· Hosp i tal ~ Inst1tutions: 
Telephone. Ccp y ing etc. 
Tt' .:\Vi?.1 

! nternaticnal Affairs: 
Telephone, Cop y ing etc. 

L.:t tc:>t-c\tut- (?. C:rnnmi ttc~·e: 
Telephone, Cop y ing e t=. 
T:-.:;vE~1 

F'ol i [ ·1 Cammi t tee: 
Telephone. Cop y ing etc. 

,, 
' 

i=·u ti 1 :'. c:: I r. t ·::w i!ii:\ ·t 1 on Comm 1 ·!::ti?.<:?: 

Tel eoh ~ne, Copying etc. 
T:"' ;:\ \' E: :t 

W. S .B.of Tr u stees: 
TeJ.ephGne. Cop y ing et c . 
Tr··":<. \ 'E' :i 

'\ \fu\1€.- \ 

~ 
4.J-"0 
Lt() Y-
6(5 0 

aL\ q; 

3 y Cf '2---

-----:a s i 3'5 

--- n 

0 

~()q? I 
0 \'D 

~j.0 

$ 379.00 
$ 400. (>0 

$ 585.91 
!f; .q:;~ s . (l;) 

'1: 125 • ()r:) ~~ 

,... 4 •)0 . 00 .. 
!f; 404. 00 

$ ~j (J () . () () 

$ 1. 402. (i(i 
g; 5(J(). ~ ) (J 

$ ~; 34. ()(> 

$ 1, () 8 () . •:)C• 
!f'. 

TDT AL F: E \..' E~~l'E .... • ...................................• $32, b34. r:Jo 

OF DECEMBER 31st. 1 G84 ....... . ............. $16. 240. 1:2 
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F<EVENU!~: 

~ORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
(JF" 

NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

TREASURER'S REPORT 

DECEMBER 31st. 1984 

Interest - Checking Qccount 

Interest - Daily Income Account 

Donati.ens: 

1=<L.i:-iBAM~~:. 

Northwest Florid~ Region 

AL.ASI< ~~: 

Alaska Area. 
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WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 WORLD LITERATURE COMMITTEE 

Fellowship Report 
January, 1985 

The most important priority of the World Literature Committee 
this year has been the compilation of the step/tradition book 
entitled IT WQRKS: How and WhY· The Commmittee has held two 
different workshops for this purpose over the past year. 

The first draft of this book was completed shortly before WSC 
'83. At a June '84 workshop, held in Knoxville, Tennessee, the 

. Committee completed the second draft of the manuscript. The 
draft was then evaluated by the members of the World Literature 
Committee and Literature Review Committee throughout the months 
of July, August, September, and October. Comments, suggestions, 
changes and other input from the Committee members were compiled 
and worked at the Literature Conference held in San Diego, 
California, in November. At this conference, the third draft of 
the material was completed. 

The third draft was sent to the Literature Committee members for 
a final evaluation before being sent out to the general 
Fellowship for review. This measure was in keeping with our goal 
to send out only the very best quality of literature. The World 
Literature Committee looked over the manuscript one more time and 
recommended that it be sent out to the general Fellowship at this 
time for review and input. 

We want to emphasize to the Fellowship that we do not view the 
manuscript It Works as a completed project. We are distributing 
it to the Fellowship for the purpose of encouraging review and 
additional input. This work-in-progress will be available for 
review for a period of nine months, during which time we strongly 
suggest that N.A. members read it carefully and send input to the 
Literature Committee as to how it can be improved. 

It is also ·the concensus of the Committee that q professional 
.li_riter should be employed at this stage of the process. This 
writer will use the existing manuscript, together with additional 
input from the Fellowship, to prepare the approval form. The 
final form will be evaluated at the annual meeting of the 
Literature Committee in November, 1985, before it is sent out to 
the Fellowship for approval. We are committed to providing the 
Fellowship with top-quality literature and, as trusted servants, 
we believe this is the best way to accomplish the task set before 
us. Again, we reiterate, this manuscript is a work-in-progress. 
Please do not .. prepare to vote on it at this time, instead send us 
your comments on how _ to make it better. 
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We intend to actively solicit input, especially from some of 
N.A.'s long-term members who have valuable experience in applying 
the principl~of the stnps and traditions. Because it is often 
difficult for members to send written input, we plan to utilize 
other means, such as taped interviews as well as all written 
input. In this past year, we have actively sought out and 
utilized the guidance of long-term N.A. members through the World 
Service Board of Trustees and Literature Review Committee. 

There are two other new pieces of literature available for review 
and input by the Fellowship. They are: Welcome to N.A., and 
The Loner: Staying Clean in Isolation. These two new pamphlets 
are enclosed for your use. Please look them 6ver in the next few 
months, and send in your input to the World Literature Committee. 
We are particularly interested in comments regarding how to 
improve these new pieces: Specifically, what needs to be added, 
deleted, changed, expanded or clarified. The World Literature 
Committee will collect the input and implement it at the regular 
November meeting in the fall of 1985. 

We want to thank the Fellowship for the time and effort you put 
into reviewing the previous three pieces of review-form 
literature. We received a substantial amount of input on .5..el.f. 
Acceptance, Handbook for N.A. Newsletters, and · 
Reyised-Physician's Viewpoint on the N. A. Program. This input 
was utilized in the compilation of the approval forms of these 
three pieces of literature. The approval forms have been 
prepared and are available from the World Service Office. Please 
read them over the next year, as they will be brought to the 
floor of WSC-86. An addendum order form is enclosed for use in 
ordering approval-form and review-form literature. 

There have been quite a few new literature committees formed in 
the past six months. Approximately 60 percent of all the regions 
now have regional literature subcommittees, and many have active 
area literature subcommittees as well. Most of these committees 
work primarily in the areas of stockpiling and distributing 
N.A.-approved literature, compiling local meeting directories and 
producing local newsletters. Most of them also conduct open 
meetings for N.A. members to review and contribute input on the 
approval-form and review-form literature. They receive regular 
reports from the World Literature Committee, and pass along this 
information to the members in their respective areas and regions. 
They also keep the World Literature Committee informed of their 
activities, and this helps to coordinate communication and 
promote unity. 

The World Literature Committee is continuing its efforts in 
maintaining and expanding its resource files. Most of the 
material in these files is extracted from various newsletters 
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which are sent to the World Literature Committee. The resource 
files contain materials on many different topics pertinent to 
recovery, such ~s abstinence, addiction, acceptance, anonymity, 
change, denial, easy does it, fellowship, groups, growth, 
honesty, etc. These source materials are used in developing new 
pieces of literature. In addition, a file is maintained for each 
newsletter. Depending on the issues received, we maintain 
complete sets of all N.A. newsletters. Very soon, we will begin 
microf iching these files for archival purposes. 

We are sorry to report that our Vice-Chair, Bud K., has resigned. 
His resignation was necessitated by personal matters, and we wish 
him the best of luck in attending to his priorities. A 
Vice-Chair Pro-Tern has -been elected to serve the Committee until 
WSC-85. She is Susie s., from the Pacific Northwest Region. 
Welcome aboard! 

We have received some comments from -members regarding the Basic 
Text. A certain amount of controversy is apparent; some members 
complain that the book is poorly written, hard to read and 
amateurish, while others state that the book was divinely 
inspired and is perfectly adequate. The World Literature 
Committee has no opinion on any of these comments. We do, 
however, offer a simple answer. , we have be un a roces wherein 
all literature produced by the World Literature Commi tee will be 
professionally edited prior to typesetting. · This will ensure 
consistent and correct use of grammatical structures such as 
punctuation, spelling, capitalization, gender and number usage, 
etc. This process will begin with the Basic Text. This process 
will not, ~owever, include rewriting the text. Major content 
changes such as revising, inserting or deleting concepts or ideas 
is a more complicated process. The Procedural Guidelines for the 
Creation and Development of New Literature, which were approved 
at WSC-84, allow for the revision of approved literature at least 
every five years. Any comments or suggestions for the revision 
of the Basic Text should be directed, in writing, to the World 
Literature Committee. These comments wi ll be collected and 
utilized in a future workshop for this purpose. 

Some of the projects we are considering for the upcoming year 
include the revision of several previously-approved pamphlets: 
Arn I An Addict?; The Group; A Guide to the Fourth Step Inventory; 
The use of Medication in Recovery; Recoyery and Relapse; and ~ 
Literature Committee Handbook. In addition, several new pieces 
have been proposed, including a daily meditation guide entitled 
Just For Today; two booklets tentatively entitled A Resource 
Guide for the Trusted Servant, and The First Three Steps, as well 
as a pamphlet entitled To The Medical Profession. The World 
Literature Committee receives many different suggestions and 
proposals fr.om various members and committees in the Fellowship. 
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Other projects suggested include special interest pamphlets 
directed to female addicts, gay addicts, addicts in the helping 
professions, parents of addicts and addicts in ~he armed 
services. Each of these proposals, as well as all others 
received, has been considered by the World Literature Committee. 
However, we must limit ourselves to a manageable number of 
projects that we honestly feel . can be completed in the next year. 
For this reason, a list of ten has been compiled, and will be 
submitted to the World Service Conference for approval at the 
annual meeting in April, 1985. We feel that submitting a list of 
priorities to the Conference will ensure that our work is 
directed in accordance with the conscience of . the Fellowship. We 
will also continue to evaluate and accept input for the other 
nonpriority items which will be utilized at a later date. 

This report has summarized the work done by the Literature 
Committee this year. Following this section is a list of the 
motions which will be introduced by the World Literature 
Committee at the World Service Conference. Please discuss them 
in your areas and regions, and bring your group conscience to the 
Conference. 

We would like to thank the Fellowship of N.A. for your 
ongoing support and encouragement. The World Literature 
Committee has always been a focal point for the interest and 
attention of N.A. members, and we receive a great deal of 

Qomments, both critical and congratulatory. We try to take all of 
these comments in stride, keeping you informed of our activities, 
soliciting your input, and doing our very best to respond to the 
wishes of the Fellowship. We wish you all another year of 
continued recovery through the Program of Narcotics Anonymous. 

Enclosures: 
l)Addendum order Form 
2)Welcorne to N.A. 
3)The Loner 

Reisp 'tfully ~bmitted, 

/ j'll'Y'l _/; 
G nfii S., Chair 
WSC Literature Committee 
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WSC-85 MOTIONS 

The following motions will be intrJduced at WSC-85 by the .&-:~ 
World Literature Committee. \ ~ 

1. That the revised pamphlet Another Lc.ok be approved. \h1Jt "'.'. ~ o<, 
...., 

yv 

Yes No \/"'-(i>J ---
The revised pamphlet was submitted to the World Service 

Conference in 1984, and distributed to the general Fellowship for 
review throughout the year. 

2. That the pamphlet For Those We Love and Others be withdrawn 
from the category of Conferenc ~-approved literature • 

• 1. ~}~ ~ ~'\) 
Yes No ~ -~ --

--- W'"·-' .e. 

The Literature Committee submitted to the Board of Trustees, 
the question of whether or not this pamphlet is appropriate 
recovery material. The WSB determined that it is not, and 
recommended its withdrawal. 

3. That the pamphlet The Use of Medication in Recoverv be 
withdrawn from the category of Conference-approved 
literature. ~ \_, v<.-~ "\ •. \ffC\ (j VJ \A . . {.<..- v 

\ 'U\. I{ (J \JV""' \}\ 0 ___ No ___ Yes 

This was the intent of the motion introduced at WSC-84, 
however, the actual wording of the motion did not accomplish this 
end. The action of the Conference last year withdrew the 
pamphlet from distribution, but not from the category of approved 
literature. The motion was made last year, based on the 
recommendation of the WSB who indicated the pamphlet was vaguely 
written and in need of revision. Withdrawing this pamphlet from 
the category of approved literature would, in effect, make it 
inappropriate for members or committees to duplicate and 
distribute it at N.A. meetings. ~ 

That the pamphlet A Guide to the Fourth Step Inventory be 
distributed. by the World Service Office, after deleting the 
words "g_sshole. bitch, whore, bastard" from paragraph IIIL 
t .4 and "homosexuality, animal sex abortion" from para ra 

-----Yes 
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A motion passed at WSC-84 instructed the World Literature 
Committee to revise this pamphlet, based on input received from 
the Fellowship. However, the process of rewriting a pamphlet, 
submitting it for review and then approval is somewhat involved 
and takes time. It is ' •Ur impression that the above three words 
are the most problematic, based on the input we have received. 
We off er this motion in an attempt to assist the Fellowship is 
practicing the Fourth Step until the completion of the revised 
version. 

That the World Literature Committee devote its efforts 
upcoming year to the following projects: 
1. Revised-A Guide to the Fourth Step Inventory 
2 • Rev i sed-'fhe Use of-Med±eat-i-o-n-i-n-Reeev1-te~r'-'-'~l'-r - -
3. Just for Today (daily meditati~n guide) 

in the 

4. To the Medical Profession 
5. Revised-Handbook for Narcotics Anonymous 
Cornrni ttees· 
6. Revised-Recovery and Relapse 

Literature ~ 0 
. ~L1 / 7. Resource Guide for the Trusted 

8. The First Three Steps (booklet 
9. Revised-Am I An Addict? 
IO.Revised-The Group 

Reminders: 

Servant j'UJV:~ ~ • 
or pamphlet) ~~ , -\\"' ....-

\ ~\( \~ 

2)The World Literature Committee is comprised of an elected 
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, RSR's and other N.A. 
members who are experienced in literature work. Please come 
prepared to recommend member(s) from your region w d 

1 e o e 1nvo ved in t e or a Literature Committee. We 
ee at the members of your region are est qualified to 

recommend members, because you see these individuals on a 
frequent basis, and can ascertain their level of involvement, 
sincerity, qualifications and ability to practice the 
principles of the program in service work. 



World Service Office, Inc. 
16155 Wyandotte Street 

Van Nuys, CA 91486 

AcJdendum Order Form 
January, 1985 

GROUP NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~CONTACT~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ADDRESS. ______________________________ CITY _______________ __ 

STATE _________ ~ZIP~~~~~~PHONE ( >-----------~ 

Ship the following order to the address above. Enclosed is· full purchase 
price. Any -item out of stock will be placed on back order and purchaser 
notified. 
--~----------------------------------------------------------------------

QUANTITY ITEM PRICE 

Approval-Form Literature 
15 Another Look (WSC '85 agenda) ($.18 each) •••••••••••••• ____ _ 

115 R-Physician's Viewpoint on the N.A. Program ($.18 ea.) ___ _ 

119 Self-Acceptance (WSC '86 agenda) ( $ .18 each) ••••••••• ·• ___ _ 

128 Handbook for Narcotics ~onymous Newsletters ($.18 ea) __ _ 

Review-Form Literature (for review and input) 
IT WORKS: How and Why ($5.88 each) ••••••••••••••• · •••••••• ---
121 The Loner: Staying Clean in Isolation ($.18 each ••••• __ _ 

122 Welcome to N.A. ($.18 each) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ___ _ 

Subtotal 
Make payment to: 
wso, Inc. 
16155 Wyandotte St. 
Van Nuys, CA 91486 

Control Number: 

Total Purchase Order 

For all purchases made by CA residents. 
you must add CA Sales Tax (X 6.5%) 

Add 18% for Shipping & Handling 

24. 

Amount Enclosed 

All purchases from outside the 
U.S. must be made by cashiers 
check or money order drawn in 
U.S. currency. 



overcome the misery of addiction. We love and 
support each other in our recovery. The Program 
of N.A. is comprised of suggestions which we 
have found help us to remain clean. Nothing will 
be demanded of you, but you will receive many 
suggestions. This Fellowship provides the oppor­
tunity for us to give you what we have found: A 
clean way of living. We have been told, "You have 
to give it away in order to keep it." 

So, welcome! We are glad that you have made 
it here, and hope that you decide to stay. At N.A. 
meetings, you may hear us mention God. What 
we are referring to is a Power greater than our­
selves that makes possible what seems impos­
sible. We found that Power here, in N.A.. in the 
program, in the meetings, and in the people. We 
are not a religion, but we believe in what has 
worked for us. It has become possible for us to 
live drug-free one day at a time; and whenever a 
day is too long, then five minutes at a time. We 
can do together what we could not seem to do 
alone. We invite you to use our strength and our 
hope until you have found some of your own. 
There will come a time when you too may want 
to share with someone else what has been freely 
given to you . KEEP COMING BACK - IT 
WORKS! 

l.P. No. 22 

N~RCOTICS 
ANONYMOUS 

WELCOME TO 
NARCOTICS 

ANONYMOUS 

WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
LITERATURE COMMITTEE 

UNAPPROVED LITERATURE 
FOR REVIEW AND INPUT 

COPYRIGHT 1985 BY 

WORLD SERVICE OFFICE. INC. 
16155 Wyandotte Street 

Van Nuys. Cal1forrna 91406-3423 
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WELCOME TO NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 

This pamphlet was written to answer some of 
your questions concerning the Program of Nar­
cotics Anonymous. Like N.A. itself, our message 
is very simple: We have found a way to live with­
out using drugs and we are happy to share it with 
anyone for whom drugs are a problem. 

If you are like many of us when we attended 
our first N.A. meeting, you may be feeling pretty 
hopeless and afraid. Your biggest fear may be 
that you cannot go on using drugs the way you 
were, but you don't know how to stop. You may 
fear that this program, like other things you have 
tried, will not work either, or that it may work for 
someone else, but not for you because you are 
different than us. We were all afraid to let go of 
something which had become so important to us. 
It is a relief to discover that the only requirement 
for membership is a desire - not the ability - to 
stop using. 

Welcome to your first N.A. meeting. It is your 
presence that allows us to fulfill our group's pri­
mary purpose: "To carry the message to the ad­
dict who still suffers." What can N.A. offer you? 
Most importantly, N.A. offers a way to live drug­
free. If you are not sure you're an addict or don't 
know if you belong, don't worry about it; just keep 
coming'to our meetings. You will have all the time 
you need to make up your own mind. 

You may feel pretty nervous and think that 
everyone at the meeting is focusing on you. If so. 
you are definitely not the only one. An old-timer 
once said during a meeting, "If your stomach's all 
tied up in knots, you're probably in the right place.· 
We often say that no one comes through the doors 
of N.A. by mistake. Non-addicted people don't 
waste their time wondering if they're addicts. They 
don't even think. about it. If you're wondering 
whether or not you're an addict, you might be one. 
Just allow yourself the time to listen to us share 
about what it has been like for us. Perhaps you 
~ill hear something that sounds familiar to you. It 
does not even matter whether or not you have . 
used the same drugs others mention. It is not 
important which drugs you used; you're welcome 

here if you want to stop using. Most addicts ex­
perience very similar feelings, and it is in focusing 
on our similarities, rather than our differences, 
that we are helpful to one another. 

At first, most of us were mistrustful and fearful 
of trying a new way of doing things. About the 
only thing we were sure of was that our old ways 
were not working at all. Even after getting clean, 
things didn't change right away. Often, even our 
usual activities such as driving a car or using the 
telephone seemed frightening and strange, as if 
we had become someone we didn't recognize. 
This is where the company and support of other 
clean addicts really helps, and we begin to rely 
on others for the reassurance we so desperately 
need. 

You may already be thinking "Yes, but..." or, 
"What if ... ?· However, even if you have doubts, 
you can try these simple suggestions for starters: 
Attend as many N.A. meetings as you can and 
collect a list of N.A. phone numbers to use when 
the urge for drugs is strong. The temptation is not 
restricted to the days and hours that meetings 
occur, so don't be afraid to call another recovering 
addict. · 

The most natural thing for an addict to do is to 
use drugs. In order for most of us to abstain from 
using mood-altering •. mind-changing chemicals, 
we have had to undergo a drastic change phys­
ically, emotionally, and spiritually. The Twelve 
Steps of N.A. offer us a way to change. As some­
one said, "You can probably get clean by just 
coming to meetings, however. if you want to stay 
clean, you may want to try the Twelve Steps." This 
is more than we can do alone. In the N.A. Fel­
lowship, we support one another in our efforts to 
learn and practice a new way of living that keeps 
us healthy and drug-free. 

At your first meeting, you will meet people with 
various lengths of clean time. You may wonder 
how they could remain clean for that period of 
time. If you keep coming to N.A. meetings and 
stay clean, you will come to understand how it 
works. There is a mutual respect and caring 
among clean addicts because we've all had to 
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and what we are. 
The N.A. basic text contains many suggestions 

that may be used as guidelines in our recovery. 
By using these tools, our despair and active add­
iction can turn into hope and new life. By living 
the Twelve Steps of N.A., we are part of the Fel­
lowship, no matter where we are. 

God, gmnt me the serenity 
to accept the things I cannot change, 
the courage to change the things I can, 
and the wisdom to know the difference. 

THE LONER: 
Staying Clean 

in Isolation 
WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 

LITERATURE COMMITTEE 
UNAPPROVED LITERATURE 

FOil REVIEW AND INPUT 

COPYRIGHT 1985 BY 

WORLD SERVICE OFFICE, INC. 
16155 Wyandotte Street 

Van Nuys, California 91406-3423 



THE LONER: 
Staying Clean In Isolation 

Introduction 
Most of us, at some point in our recovery, ex­

perience feelings of loneliness or isolation ... For 
the purpose of this pamphlet, we identify '1he 
loner" as a geographically isolated addict who de­
sires recovery from addiction. If you are unable 
to come to N.A. meetings, we pray that this pam­
phlet will reach yo4 and offer workable solutions 
toward living a happy, joyous and free life. 

Where Do We Find Loners? 

The most obvious place to find loners is in an 
area where there are no N.A. meetings. Some­
times they can be found in hospitals who treat 
people for addiction, and institutions whose in· 
mates arrive ·there largely due to the lifestyie of 
active addiction. These addicts may be aware of 
th8 existence of Narcotics Anonymous, but have 
no means of attending· meetings. Other loners 
may be struggling in schools and colleges, while 
still more might be id~ntified through social serv­
ice agencies. Some addicts have jobs which 
either prevent them from attending meetings, or 
take them to areas where there are no N.A. meet· 
ings. 

We cannot overemphasize the need to reach 
isolated adddicts. One way we do this is by; dis· 
tributing N.A. literature in such hospitals and in· 
stitutions as mentioned above. We also inform the 
g~neral public and other Twelve Step Fellowships 
of our existence; Through the attraction o~ our 
p~ogram, we find other addicts who identify with 
the disease of addiction. 

Reaching Out For Help 

Narcotics Anonymous is a program of Twelve 
Steps and Twelve Traditions designed to help ad· 
diets find recovery, regardless of where they may 
be. By practicing these spiritual principles, we 
achieceedom from active addiction. we sug-

gest you read all the N.A. literature you can get, 
and if at all possible, attend an N.A. meeting or 
function. Try to start an N.A. meeting - it only 
takes two recovering addicts. There are starter 
kits available from the World Service Office 
(WSO). 

The most important service N.A. offers is the 
recovering addict. Remember, '1he therapeutic 
value of one addict helping another is without par­
allel." (Narcotics Anonymous, 1984, p. 16). So, if 
it is possible, contact some other recovering ad­
dicts either by phone or by mail, or just share your 
feelings with anyone who is willing to listen. Re­
member that you don't have to be lonely, even 
though you might be alone. 

The N.A. service structure is designed to reach 
out to isolated addicts. There are service boards 
and committees who provide a variety of services 
to help addicts find recovery. Most area service 
committees offer telephone hotlines, newsletters, 
N.A. literature, and other forms of communication. 
If you contact the N.A. World Service Office at the 
address printed on the front of this pamphlet, they 
will assist you in reaching the nearest recovering 
addict. You can wrile·to WSO, or to the nearest 
area or regional office, as directed to them by 
WSO.ln return, you can keep informed of any N.A. 
functions you might choose to attend. You can 
also acquire cassette tapes of N.A. meetings, 
speakers and conventions which often provide in­
sight on problems we cannot solve alone. 

The Value of Sharing 
There is no easy solution for recovering addicts 

who have no local fellowship for support. Al· 
though we may be the only recovering addict for 
miles around, we need not be afraid to reach out 
for help. Any initial contact can be used as a link 
to new ones. Many isolated addicts have regular 
pen pals with whom they communicate to share 
their recovery. The action of writing to another 
addict can alleviate problems even without im· 
mediate feedback. We find that aher sharing, 
even on paper, we feel better. 

·~ 

Crises 

Crises come in many forms to all addicts. With· 
out other recovering addicts or meetings to help 
us keep a balanced perspective, routine problems 
can become magnified in our minds. We may en• 
tertain the thought that staying clean isn't paying 
off, and arouse feelings of self-pity, resentment 
and anger. We must keep foremost in mind that 
whatever· pain we experience will pass. 

Problems are realities of life and do not dis­
appear just because we stay clean. In recovery, 
however, we find that we grow through pain and 
often feel that a crisis brings a gift by allowing us 
the opportunity to experience growth through liv· 
ing clean. No matter how painful life's tragedies 
may be for us, one thing is clear - we must not· 
use, no matter what. Our experience has shown 
that if we put forth even half the effort to stay 
clean that we did to use, we have an excellent 
chance of maintaining our recovery. When we 
reach out for help, we begin to grow. 

Living the Program 

The Twelve Steps are our blueprint for gaining 
and maintaining abstinence - for recovery from 
the disease ·of addiction. Aher taking the steps, 
comes living the program. Through the direct ap­
plication of these principles in all of our affairs, 
we find acceptance, faith and hL•mility. We learn 
to live life on its own terms. 

As we recover, we come to depend on a Power 
greater than ourselves. We learn that by asking 
for God's will for us, and the power to carry that 
out, we can do things we ne~er believed possible. 
Our lives become worthwhile, and we lose the 

,. obsession to use, just for today. 
We cannot afford to become complacent be· 

cause the disease of addiction is with us 24 hours 
a day. Daily vigilance towards defective attitudes 
is essential for ongoing recovery. By living the 
steps, we begin to find relief from our self-ob­
session:·We learn that attitudes, thoughts and re­
actions change. In time we realize that we are not 
alone, and begin to understand and accept who 
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WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 
(818) 785-7884 

Dear Fellow Members, 

wsc Ad-hoc Committee 
Fellowship Report 

January, 1985 

As you know, the World Service Conference '84 appointed an ad-hoc 
committee to revise the Procedural Guidelines 6f the World ' 
Literature Committee, implementing a Literature Review Committee 
(LRC). The Literature Review Committee is a panel of six N.A. 
members who were appointed to serve -on the committee for a term 
of three years. Each member has over five years clean time and 
is expected to take an active role in the committee by reviewing 
each piece of proposed literature and sending written comments 
(with suggested revisions or rewrites) to the World Literature 
Committee Chairperson. 

We are happy to report that utilizing this new concept has worked 
out extremely well. The members of the LRC have been some of the 
most active participants of the World Literature Committee and 
have contributed valuable experience and perspective. 
The revised guidelines, included with this report, reflect the 
work of the ad-hoc committee over the past year. 

The proposal is a res~lt of many discussions and d~liberations by 
the members of the committee, integrating input received from 
members of the Fellowship, World Literature Committee and Board 
of Trustees. I want to thank everyone involved for the wonderful 
spirit of cooperation and helpfulness they have shown, 
particularly between the WSB and Literature Committee Chair. 
Furthermore, the response from the Literature Review Committee 
was excellent. These individuals contributed valuable work, and 
fully de~onstrated the validity of the concept of a review panel. 

We believe that the submitted guidelines offer clarification and 
expansion of the previous Procedural Guidelines. They encompass 

ithe experience gained from the past as well as the current 
'.utilization of a new idea. We feel that these guidelines 
accomplish the task we were given, and further offer a solution 
to some of the problems faced by the Literature Committee. The 
work compiled by the ad-hoc committee this year reflects our 
vision of what can be, and is based on the principles of unity 
and anonymity. 
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As the chairperson of this ad-hoc committee, I am very pleased 
with what we have accomplished this year. I believe that the 
work of this committee demonstrated a movement in the direction 
of maturity, growth, compromise and cooperation. · The committee 
therefore humbly submits the attached guidelines, and moves: 

That the Procedural Guidelines for World Literature Committee be 
approved and replace the Procedural Guidelines for the creation 
and development of new literature. 

In service to the Fellowship, 

~: .J 
c/r,,,_z:r~ 

Sydney R., Chairperson . 
Ad-hoc Committee, WSB Liaison 

cc: Sally E., Chairperson 
World Service Board 
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PROC FOR WORLD(~ITERATURE COMMITTEE 

Approved literature is the embodiment of the message of 
recovery developed by the Fellowship according to these policies. 
The World Literature Committee acts as the trusted servant for 
the Feilowship of Narcotics Anonymous in all matters pertaining 
to the development of literature. In the Guidelines below, the 
name of the Literature Committee is used to mean the Literature 
Committee acting for the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous. 

Any member of the Fellowship can propose new literature. A 
proposal can be a simple letter suggesting a subject or title or 
it can be as comprehensive as a draft of a complete work. All 
proposals should be sent to the WSC Literature Committee at the 
World Service Office. A copyright release form should also be 
submitted along with all works written by any individual. 
Copyright release forms are essential if the Literature Committee 
is to give consideration to the item . The copyright release 
gives the Literature Committee the rights to the ideas, outlines, 
language and "story" suggested. Without a release, the 
Literature Committee does not have a legal right to use the idea 
or story and no work can be done. 

The Literature Committee is comprised of a Chairperson, 
Vice-Chairperson, who also acts as secretary of the Committee, a 
Literature Review Committee and registered members. The 
Chairperson and the Vice-Chairperson are elected by the World 
Service Conference in accordance with the provisions of the N.A. 
Service Manual. As a means of encouraging Fellowship-wide 
participation in the Literature Committee, no more than two 
members from the same region may serve on the Literature 
Committee simultaneously, regardless of the manner by which 
members are selected. 

1. There are seven (7) members of the Literature Review 
Committee (LRC). Before members are considered for the LRC, they 
will have gained and demonstrated in pri0r service work their 
knowledge and understanding of the Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions of Narcotics Anonymous through service at area, region 
and/or world levels for a period of at least five (5) years, 
three (3} of which were directly involved with literature 
committees. Our experience has shown that those involved in 
service for these longer periods of time have demonstrated the 
ability to complete lengthy commitments and usually bring a deep 
understanding of recovery through the Narcotics Anonymous 
Program. These individuals share valuable perspective and 
experience in living the N.A. principles which is then reflected 
in the literature produced by the World Literature Committee. 
Many lessons have been learned throughout the history of the 
Literature Committee, resulting in more effective methodologies 
and these Guidelines. In order to benefit from this experience, 
there is a great need for continuity among the members of the 
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Literature Committee. In an effort to promote such continuity, 
members of the Literature Review Committee, except for the 
appointees of the Chairperson, serve for three years. 

A. Three (3) members of the Fellowship are elected by the 
World Service Conference. These members may be re-elected for 
consecutive terms to the Literature Review Committee. 
· B. One member of the Committee shall be a member of the 
Board of Trustees appointed by the Board in such manner as they 
may select. The Trustee member serves as a regular member of the 
Literature Review Committee, except that s/he presides over the 
meetings of the World Literature Committee and further acts as a 
liason to the WSB. The Trustee member will normally be found to 
have considerable experience (four or more years) in literature 
development. 

C. The Chairperson of the World Literature Committee is a 
member of the Literature Review Committee. 

o. Two (2) members are appointed by the World Literature ·1 
Committee Chairperson to serve for one-year terms. These members 
may be reappointed by succeeding Chairpersons. In order to 
utilize the experience and knowledge gained through involvement 
with literature development, previous members of the World 
Literature Committee will frequently be found to be appointees by 
Chairpersons. 

2. There are twelve (12) registered members of the World 
Literature Committee. One of these is the Vice-Chairperson of the 
World Literature Committee. These members demonstrate their 
interest and ability in literature work, as well as knowledge and 
understanding of the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions, through 
prior service on area or regional literature committees for a 
period of at least three years. 

A. Five (5) registered members are selected by the World 
Service Conference by election to serve for one year. Each 
registered member may be re-elected at a succeeding World 
Service Conference. The registered members elected are chosen 
from Regional Service Representatives attending the Conference, 

_previous RSR's or previous registered members of the World 
Literature Committee. Regional Service Representatives elected 
to serve as registered members of the World Literature Committee 
continue to serve as registered members for a full year from the 
end of the World Service Conference at which they are elected, 
regardless of their term of off ice as a Regional Service 
Representative. 

B. Six (6) registered members are selected by the World 
·service Conference by drawing to serve for one year. Each year, 
prior to the World Service Conference, eligible Regional Service 
Committees may nominate a member of the Fellowship from their 
region to be selected for membership as a registered member of 
the World Literature Committee. The six members are randomly 
selected by a drawing at the World Service Conference from these 
nominees. In order to promote the widest possible participation 
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in the World Literature Committee, registered members selected by 
drawing are not eligible for selection in the same manner the 
following year and the region from which the member was selected 
cannot submit a nominee for the following year. 

C. The Vice-Chairperson of the World Literature Committee 
is a registered member, coordinates the activities of the 
registered members and presides over any meetings of the 
registered members. 

The World Literature Committee receives a variety of 
proposals from N.A. members, groups and service committees. 
These proposals reflect a full range of specialized publications 
representing the principles and philosophies of the Narcotics 
Anonymous Program. In the evaluation of literature proposals, 
the Literature Committee uses the following criteria in 
determining· if a particular piece of literature is appropriate. 

- 1. The proposed item will expand the inventory of materials 
adopted by the Fellowship that aid members of the Fellowship in 
an understanding and application of the Twelve Steps and Twelve 
Traditions of Narcotics Anonymous. 

2. The proposed item carries the message of Narcotics 
Anonymous to the addict who still suffers from active addiction. 

3. The proposed item supplies valuable information to the 
professional fields with whom addicts would most commonly come in 
contact. 

4. The proposed item clarifies the nature of addiction to 
the general public. 

The Literature Committee reviews all proposals received each 
year. An outline of each item is included with a summary of the 
work to be considered. The members of the Literature Committee 
indicate to the Chairperson which projects they feel are the most 
important to be finalized in the upcoming year. These responses 
are then used in the preparation of a prioritized worklist which 
is submitted, with other Conference materials, 90 days prior to 
the World Service Conference. The prioritized list reflects a 
manageable number of projects on which the committee plans to 
work in the upcoming year. The World Service Conference may 
then adopt the list as recommended, amend the list, add or remove 
proposed items from the list prior to adoption. 

Once a project is approved as part of the priority list, the 
Literature Committee undertakes to develop or have developed the 
specific items of literature. Depending on the nature of the 
project, the Literature Committee Chairperson may assign an item 
to a local, area or regional literature committee: the Literature 
Committee may complete the work themselves at a workshop or 
conference; or have it done by other individuals such as 
professional writers or editors. 

Drafts completed by any of these means available to the 
Literature Committee are thoroughly evaluated by the Literature 
Review Committee. The Literature Review Committee recommends any 
changes they conclude are appropriate. Before the final draft is 

33. 



complete, the recommended changes are made at a World Literature 
Conference, special workshop, by an appointed ad-hoc committee or 
a professional writer/editor . At such time as the Literature 
Review Committee is satisified that the draft meets criteria, the 
proposed item is forwarded to the registered members for further 
evaluation. 

The registered members evaluate draft literature, 
recommending any changes they feel are appropriate. If a 
majority of the registered members recommend any change(s), the 
recommended change(s) are then evaluated by the Literature Review 
Committee. If the LRC concurs with the recommendation, the 
changes are made, in the manner described in the paragraph above. 
Although this process is somewhat lengthy, the experience of the 
World Literature Committee has demonstrated that an overemphasis 
on speed often results in unnecessary errors. Although time is 
certainly of the essence, the Literature Committee must remain 
focused on quality,if it is to fulfill its purpose of carrying 
the message of recovery in the written form. 

The evaluation of proposed literature assures that an 
accurate representation of the Twelve Steps and Twelve Traditions 
of Narcotics Anonymous is presented when the steps or traditions 
are included in full or in part of a draft. Before the evaluation 
is complete, the draft is edited to ensure correct use of 
morphological and syntactic rules (including spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, and capitalization). This process further maintains 
consistency in writing style and Narcotics Anonymous terminology. 

The development of literature and the internal working of the 
Literature Committee involves expression of a group conscience of 
the Committee. Developing literature for a spiritual Fellowship 
is a delicate and important process for it conveys not only the 
language of recovery, but also the framework for a new 
relationship of an individual to his/her perception of a Higher 
Power. 

In an effort to assure that the Fellowship receives materials 
which reflect the best efforts of the trusted servants to whom 
the responsibilties described herein are entrusted, the concept 
of complete unanimity is incorporated into the deliberations. 
The Literature Committee will normally be able to achieve 
near-unanimous approval for draft materials before the draft 
materials are submitted for Fellowship consideration. As a last 
resort, when a unanimous decision cannot be achieved by the 
Literature Committee, a vote system is utilized. Each member of 
the Literature Committee, as described above, has one vote in the 
deliberations. When this may become necessary, the Literature 
Committee shall rely upon a two-thirds majority for 
recommendations to be followed. 

The World Literature Committee meets no less than twice a 
year, and as often as necessary to accomplish its goals and 
objectives. Although any N.A. member is welcome to attend and 
observe the meetings of the Literature Committee, participation 
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is limited to the actual members of the Committee. The annual 
meeting held at the World Service Conference is for the purpose 
of deliberating on any input received from the Fellowship in the 
form of general suggestions, and for planning the accomplishment 
of its worklist. Agreements may be reached with certain regional 
literature committees to write drafts of specific items, special 
workshops may be planned and arrangements made for the annual 
November meeting of the Literature Committee. 

At the November meeting, generally held in a central location 
of the continental u.s., the status of each project is discussed. 
At that time, reassignments of certain projects may be made if 
necessary, or other provisions made in order to accomplish work 
on the prioritized items. The meeting is an informal gathering 
of the World Literature Committee for the purpose of working on 
and/or completing projects on the approved worklist. Items to be 
brought to the upcoming World Service Conference are also 
discussed. It is generally not appropriate for registered 
members of the WLC to introduce actions related to developing or 
changing the internal workings or policies of the Committee. .Any 
actions of this nature are considered by the Literature Review 
Committee who then makes recommendations to the Chairperson. In 
this way, the Literature Committee avoids the conflict and 
controversy often associated with internal "politics," 
concentrating its efforts entirely on the creation and 
development of literature for Narcotics Anonymous. 

The Literature Committee may recommend that a completed piece 
of literature be distributed to the N.A. Fellowship for review 
and additional input. The Fellowship is normally provided a 
period of nine months in which to review the new literature and 
generate input for the Literature Committee. The input received l 
may be used in the preparation of an approval form, which may be C\uv-e'\ 
accomplished at a World Literature Conference, special workshop, ~ 
by an appointed ad-hoc committee or a professional writer/editor. 
The new item is then forwarded to the World Service Board of 
Trustees for evaluation. This evaluation by the WSB ensures that 
the piece accurately represents the principles of Narcotics 
Anonymous as outlined in the Twelve Traditions. Any language 
which is inconsistent with the Twelve Traditions of Narcotics 
Anonymous is automatically revised based on the recommendations 
of the Board of Trustees. Upon completion of this process, the 
approval form ·is distributed to the Fellowship one year prior to 
consideration at the next World Service Conference. 

The printing and distribution of review-form and 
approval-form literature is accomplished by the World Service 
Off ice. From the time these Guidelines are approved until one 
year following, review-form and approval-form literature shall be 
available at a nominal cost to any member of Narcotics Anonymous. 
Beginning the following year, review-form literature will be 
distributed only to area and regional literature committees, ·for 
the purpo~e of generating additional input and encouraging the 
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growth and support of area and regional literature committees. 
Approval-form literature shall continue to be distributed to N.A. 
members. 

Any written material (input) which is received by the World 
Literature Committee pertaining to a piece of literature not on 
the Committee's priority list, is kept on file for future 
consideration. All WSC-approved literature is considered· for 
revision at least every five years. Additionally, input may be 
received pertaining to general topics which is channeled to the 
Literature Committee resource files. This source material may 
then be used for a variety of different projects. Proposals 
received by the Literature Committee which are not placed on the 
priority list, are kept on file for consideration for the 
following year's list. 

More specific information about the functions and activites 
of local, area, and regional literature committees, as well as 
the World·Literature Committee, may be found in the Revised 
Handbook for Narcotics Anonymous Literature Committees. This 
Handbook also describes, in detail, the roles of the trusted 
servants of the Literature Committee and ways for individual 
members to contribute material. 

36. 



WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 

January 6, 1985 

TO THE FELLOWSHIP OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS: 

When the WSC Policy Subcommittee was formed in 1984-85, a group 
of very concerned members, including myself as chairperson, 
agreed that a consensus on a wworking definition of group 
consciencew would be our primary task for this year. Also, the 
evaluation of the role of the wtrusted servantw was to be a 
secondary task for the subcommittee. The spiritual principles 
embodied in the Second Tradition, with an understanding that our 
ultimate authority is a loving God, have been applied in many 
different ways during the history of our Fellowship. The growth 
of Narcotics Anonymous has created a need for a consistent 
philosophy of service to insure that someone can have access to 
N.A. recovery, regardless of where the meeting may be located. 
At this point we do not have such consistency. There is hope, r 
however, that the input received from the questionaire sent out U,o~ /k 
in the anuar , 1985 Newsline can be a star t in o i nt for - IAJ ·O{c\l)(l4.. ·f 
formulating a wo · group co ':-e-rrc-e-"-a-pplicable ~\~~ 
eu---t e e ire Fe owship. The group conscience" questionaire is ~I/bl. '*" 
enclosed in this report t o-a llow anyone who hasn't received it to r~ vie 
complete and return it as soon as possible. 

The Fellowship's needs have changed with continuing growth, and 
the WSC Policy Subcommittee's form and function will need to 
change to fulfill these needs. Our guidelines, as they now 
stand, require that only conference participants should be 
members, and that other members can be appointed as needed. This 
procedure was not practical, although we adhered to it during WSC 
Policy Subcommittee meetings this year. Several regions have 
formed their own policy subcommittees this year. I feel that the 
RSR's and the Chairpersons of all regional policy subcommittees 
could pr-0vide the WSC Policy Subcommittee with members that have 
the experience and knowledge necessary for a working 
subcommittee. Through RSC support, both administrative and 
financial, RSR's and/or RSC policy subcommittee chairpersons can 
participate regularly. RSR's are trusted servants at the world 

· service level. In their capacities as members of the WSC Policy 
Subcommittee, the RSC policy chairpersons would also be trusted 
servants of N.A. as a whole . The hope is that more regions can 
become involved in the subcommittee, and that members can attend 
all the subcommittee meetings held thoughout the year. 
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The function of the WSC Policy Subcommittee has changed this 
year, and will continue to change to meet our Fellowship's needs. 
Once the work from the Select Committee for the Service Structure 
becomes available, I would foresee the Policy subcommittee as a 
possible forum for discussions of the concepts and principals 
embodied in the new Service Manual. During the coming year, I 
hope that interest can continue in formulating and refining the 
•working definition of group conscience.• The principle of 
trusting our trusted servants has been discussed in committee at 
length and should be considered in depth when electing trusted 
servants to carry our group conscience. A trusted servant must 
be trustworthy and maintain that trust in order to be guided by 
the spirit of group conscience. One of the benefits of working 
the Twelve Steps of Narcotics Anonymous is becoming a 
•responsible and productive member of society.• Our trusted 
servants should be members who, by working the steps in their 
lives, have demonstrated the ability to become responsible and 
productive members of the N.A. society. 

I am hopeful that we will have a very productive WSC 85' and all 
participants will gain a new sense of unity and purpose. Thank 
you for letting me serve the Fellowship as a trusted servant of 
the World Service Conference. I hope to continue to serve in 
whatever capacity my Higher Power chooses. 

Yours in loving service, 

Bill Hall 
WSC 84-85' Policy Chair 

38. 

/""" 

( 



December 17, 1984 

The following is a questionnaire compiled and edited at the WSC 
Policy meetings in Chicago and Knoxville. Please distribute to 
all members of your groups who actively participate in group 
decisions. Make your answers as brief as possible, and try to 
give a true picture of what is going on in your group, as you see 
it. Please send your completed questionnaires to: 

Bill Hall, Policy Chair 
P.O. Box 66651 

Baton Rouge, LA 70896 

Responses should be received at the above address by March 30, 
1985 in order to be compiled at a service workshop in early 
April, 1985. 

Thank you for your experience, strength and hope. 

GROUP CONSCIENCE QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Is a majority vote the best means of expressing the ~t.$ 
conscience of an N.A. group? 

2. What is your definition of the conscience of an 
N.A. group? 

3. Who is eligible to participate in a vote gauging the 
conscience of an N.A. group? N.,,-i\ _ \\.~Lo-e.-

4. If you were asked to express your feeling of what •Group 
1 Conscience• means to you, what would you say? ~~~. tir~Jfu1Ao~ 

s. What is the voting procedure used in your group? '-\..\J--~ (.l\,Q 

6. What changes, if any, could be made to improve this 
voting procedure? . 

7. Do you feel the autonomy of a group would be better 
protected by limiting a member to having one Group \...\~S 
Conscience vote to be expressed only in one N.A. Group? 

8. Are your Group Conscience votes taken at regular meetings 
or a~ separate meetings composed of group members only? 
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9. Should votes concerning group matters and matters 
affecting other groups or N.A. as a whole be handled 
differently? 

10. What is the function of a 
Does your group have one? 

11. Should you trust your GSR to make decisions at the 
ASC meeting on issues pertaining to other groups or 
N.A. as a whole that have not been discussed by the 

12. Should you trust your ASR to make decisions at the 
RSC meeting on issues pertaining to other areas or 
N.A. as a whole that have not been discussed by the group? 

13. Should you trust your RSR to make decisions at the 
WSC on issues pertaining to other regions or N.A. as 
a whole that have not been discussed by the groups? 

14. Is Group Conscience always right? 

15. How often should Group Conscience be reviewed? -- Qs ~~q 

Yours in loving service, 

Bill Hall 
WSC 84-85' Policy Chair 
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WORLD SERVICE CONFERENCE 
OF NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
16155 Wyandotte Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 

Dear Members of the Fellowship: 

It gives me great pleasure to state that the past nine months 
have been some of the most productive months in the history of 
the WSC-H&I Subcommittee. 

In the past nine months we have been able to accomplish many 
goals and objectives. We have completed a world mailing of an 
H&I survey t~roughout the Fellowship. At our workshop at Capon 
Bridge, West Virginia in October, 1984, we reviewed the surveys 
and found out that: 1. The information we received was 
incomplete. 2. The response was not as good as anticipated and 
we request that all regional, area or local active H&I committees 
complete the surveys and forward them to the WSC-H&I 
Subcommittee, or forward a listing of all activities, H&I 
meetings, active committee membership, committee mailing 
addresses, minutes of committee meetings and guidelines to the 
WSC-H&I Subcommittee. We would appreciate it if you would also 
include contact phone numbers. The survey will be further 
discussed in detail at WSC-85 in the WSC-H&I Subcommittee 
Chairperson's report. 

During the workshop in Capon Bridge, West Virginia, a revision 
was done on the H&I Handbook. The handbook is included in this 
report for Fellowship approval at WSC-85. There was an H&I 
pamphlet developed at that workshop which .will be submitted for 
Fellowship approval as well. These bring to mind the fact that 
we were able to have two productive H&I workshops during the past 
nine months. One was the Capon Bridge, West Virginia workshop 
held in October 1984, and the other was the one held at WCNA-14 
in Chicago, Illinois in September 1984. 

The WSC-H&I Commi~tee, in conjunction with the World Service 
Office, ,sent out a mailing which included a cover letter of 
introduction about the Fellowship of Narcotics Anonymous, as well 
as a copy of our World Directory and I.P.'s. This was 
distributed to approximately 1,900 treatment facilities 
throughout the continental United States. H&I meetings have 
developed in several facilities which previously had no knowledge 
of the Fellowship of N.A. This was accomplished due to 
cooperation and assistance of local ASC H&I Committees that were 
active in these particular geographic locations. 
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We have also requested a letter of reference from various 
institutions which have had active Narcoti~s Anonymous meetings 
held successfully in their facilities. These letters will be 
utilized to assist new B&I efforts throughout the Fellowship who 
are trying to establish B&I meetings in correctional facilities. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of the revised B&I handbook and the 
B&I pamphlet for conference approval at this year's World Service 
Conference. It includes the Do's and Don'ts which were not 
included in the previous version of the handbook, as well as 
additional new input which addresses areas of responsibility and 
concern that will assist in enhancing B&I efforts. All voting 
participants should come prepared to vote on adoption of this 
handbook and pamphlet. 

Again, I would like to say I'm very grateful that we were able to 
accomplish the work we have completed, and that we are far from 
finished. Hopefully, at this year's World Service Conference, 
there will be more goals to achieve to better fulfill our primary 
purpose and better carry our message of recovery to the 
institutionalized addict. 

In Loving Service to the Fellowship, 

Bob Bergh, Chairperson 
WSC H&I Subcommittee 
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